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Abbreviations

Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI)

Justice for Iran (JFI)

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)

Supreme Council of National Security (SHOAM)

>QAsJwrtd ddgAw3l [~ >qAsg3] 0o0d0! " P
u¢l Lit3g edz AGL 3g (0 (Aongtitigian)y >ds ¢ f 3L AJ30s
Open -Source Intelligence Investigation (OSINT)

General Judicial Officers (GJOs)

Special Judicial Officers (SJOs)

Special Judicial Officer Card (SJOC)

International Criminal Court (ICC)

International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavi a (ICTY)
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Executive Summary

G3JU0 [Udz QdzLjfU Qb pLjU¢Lj 6} 3sLiP '£3s3 §U3] dz 3
TrQuljl 34~ &qQL3gdzt L L fLisdz dd | wqldz ¢ GdzOLjs
country. These protests were largely peaceful and within the legal

framew ork of the Right to Protest, a right that is guaranteed, even in the

flawed Constitution. However, security forces, under direct orders from the

highest authorities of the government, responded to these protests with

unprecedented violence.

This report use s legal doctrinal analysis to assess the legality of both the

governments decisions, and the acts of security forces, during the

crackdown on the 2022  -23 protests. Additionally, it also determines the

type and scope of serious human rights violations durin g this crackdown,

by utilising OSINT, interviews with sources and experts, and an in -depth

LisLiL,"¢3¢ Qqd B3¢ALj, dzs3Qdzsgdz dwqt | futé LiwgU3
of protests collected by JFI, more than 2,300 were analysed for the purpose

of this rep ort, showing protests with scenes of violence or visual evidence

of equipment for protest suppression.

a¢3s0 [Udzodz £dzf UQOoL [U3¢ wdzd Quf LiwOAdzp [ OLj[
[QqQ [U0dz | wQfdzpf¢ Lj¢ LiwtdzQ 9gQqsdlL 39 AsOQdzwy [Udz
th e protesters as combatants, and deployed military combat units

specialised in fighting armed groups, and security forces equipped with

military grade weapons authorised to kill, torture and terrorise the civilians.

This report, based on collected visual e vidence and interviews with experts
and reliable sources, presents a detailed overview of the chain of
command for the massacre of protesters, the structure of the forces

involved in suppressing the protesters, and the equipment used.
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According to the fin  dings of this report, the government has employed

military combat battalions and special forces of the Basij and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) in at least 5 provinces: Tehran,

Kermanshah, West Azerbaijan, Khuzestan, and Kurdistan. In at leas t13
provinces of the country, the security forces have utilised lethal military

weapons, including automatic combat rifles (such as AK -47s or AKMs) and
pistols (such as SIG Sauer P226s, P225s and Zoafs). These provinces include
Khuzestan, Kurdistan, Sista n and Baluchestan, Kohgiluyeh, Boyer -Ahmad,
West Azerbaijan, Tehran, Mazandaran, Alborz, Gilan, Bushehr, Semnan,
Khorasan Razavi, and Kermanshah. In Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchestan,

Alborz, Fars, and West Azerbaijan, forces equipped with long -range

preci sion rifles - AKA sniper rifles - were deployed. These forces were from
both the Special Police | Unit and the IRGC. In at least 5 cases the security

forces (consisting of the police, Special Police Units, IRGC, and the Basij

militia) deliberately targeted , shot and killed civilians who were filming the

| wQfdzg L ¢m [ futo¢ 83503500 Ljfloq 3s03glLjfdz [ULjf
precision long range rifles to deliberately target civilians standing amid a

crowd, which occurred in an identical fashion durin g the November 2019

crackdown.

lfut¢ 83s03s0¢ 3s Q3 g Ljpldaned bnd fehebjged 4chgmg, Qo Lj | u
with the sole purpose of terrorising the citizens, the security forces opened

fire indiscriminately at protesters, bystanders, passing cars, public

transport vehicles, residential buildings, commercial buildings, medical

centres and hospitals. Indiscriminate shooting was widely practised in at

least 15 cities across 10 provinces, i.e. Mazandaran, Sistan and Baluchestan,

West Azerbaijan, Tehran, Kurdi  stan, Khuzestan, Gilan, Isfahan,

Kermanshah, and Fars. The videos collected by JFI show at least 40 cases

of indiscriminate shootings of protesters, bystanders, and passing cars;

and 63 cases of shootings at residential buildings, shops, superstores and

hospitals (see Annex 3).
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I fute ©3s03s0¢ LjLloqa 3s0Q3glLjfdz [OLL ¢dgAw3 |-
unnecessary force against already detained and incapacitated individuals,

or those who showed no signs of aggression or resistance towards them,

with the sole purpose of humiliating them or punishing them by inflicting
severe physical pain and suffering. In many cases the security forces tried

to use their less lethal weapons in a way that could have lethal impact, in

order to inflict maximum pain and physical damage. This includes

shooting ¢ ivilians with shotguns from a range as close as less than a metre,
shooting them in the head, genitalia, eyes or other vital organs; beating

them with batons in the head or face; and shooting teargas directly at

them or their vehicles. These criminal acts have been recorded in 26 cities

across 19 provinces.

The visual evidence collected by JFI indicates that the security forces have
used child soldiers under the age of 15 in at least 9 provinces, including
Tehran, Isfahan, East Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, Qom, Kurdistan,

Golestan, Sistan and Baluchistan, and Mazandaran.

Almost all types of violations identified by JFI during the crackdown on the
2022 -23 protests also occurred during the crackdowns on previous waves

of protests, particularly during the Nove mber 2019 protests.

Given the extensive and systematic character of these grave human rights
53qQLLf3QséL gQAlLdz0 §3J0 [Udz ¢gqQQquO3slLjfdzQ | qu
LjiOLj3s ¢ JfUdz 3 Ljifdzt L gds ¢3¢/ dzs frgnRingaticial®) Lj¢ 3 ¢ dzQ
of the IRI, each of these actions may be perceived as components of a

broader scheme to intentionally kill, torture, and persecute civilians,

carried out with the awareness and explicit orders of high -ranking

authorities. Consequently, it is highly probable that these actions

constitute crimes against humanity.
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Methodology

Documenting human rights violations in Iran presents multiple

challenges. The Iranian government not only refrains from cooperating

with human rights defenders and watchdogs on investigating allegati ons
of human rights violations, but also actively obstructs their work through

denial of access to official sources and archives, preventing them from

conducting field research, and criminalising the very act of documenting

human rights violations and rep orting to international bodies.

In addition, the Iranian government actively attempts to eliminate the
evidence of human rights violations, especially with regards to violent
crackdowns on protests. As will be discussed in this report, the Iranian
government has set up a system for this through preventing independent
press from reporting from the field; destroying or tampering with

documents (such as medical files and death certificates); hasty burials of

killed protesters; and intimidating victims, witnesses and their family.

For the re asons discussed above, JFI used various OSINT techniques to

collect data on human rights violations during the 2022 -23 protests.

JFI collected 35,000 videos and photos of protests recorded by

eyewitnesses that reveal important information about the nature of the
protests, the types of human rights violations, the units and equipment

used for the crackdown, and circumstances in which the security forces

used excessive force against protesters, bystanders and residential or

business premises.
Videos and pho tos have been collected in relation to the following:

- Protests and strikes in streets, universities, schools, factories, public
spaces, funeral ceremonies, and commemorations for the deceased,;
- Protests during speeches made by officials and governmental

ceremonies;
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- The violent crackdown by security forces on the protests and
weapons/equipment carried by these security forces;
- Evidence of human rights violations, including images and videos of

injured protesters.

The main source of our research has been Twi tter, although other social

media platforms have also been monitored and utilised. . Several credible

accounts were selected, and advanced searches were initiated on a day -to -

QLjm GLj¢36¢6m ! L] ¢dz dzgfdzQ LjggdAs ¢ ¢§dzwdz 3sg) AC
section, a nd the date was entered on a daily basis. All videos related to the

protests and our project were organised and saved in chronological order

based on the time of publication on Twitter. The effort was made to store

information from the first account that p ublished that content.

Additionally, the videos were stored with the best possible quality and

without logos, watermarks, etc, if available.

The following information from each tweet has been documented and

stored in the database:

- The time and day of publ ication,

- The incident day (if available),

- The text of the tweet,

- The city, province, and village or district (if available)
- Where the event occurred,

- The type of violence occurred in the photo or video,

- The type of weapon used (if identified).

The respective videos and photos, along with an image of the post, have

also been archived.

To identify and differentiate videos, we have used a unique code for each

video and photo that has been stored. The basis of the code is the date

11
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(day, month, and year) , along with a numerical suffix starting from 001,

which goes up to 999.

JFI selected and thoroughly examined 2,349 videos of protests from the
database, that contain scenes of violence or visual evidence of equipment,

as the main evidential basis for this report (see Annex 2). These videos were
categorised based on the type of violence, the type of equipment seen in

the picture/video, and the type of units involved. These videos are used as

the main supporting evidence for in -depth analysis of the operatio n of
security forces during the crackdown, the type of units deployed in certain
regions, the type of equipment they used, the circumstances where they

used force and the types of human rights violations that occurred as result.

JFI conducted its research ~ on the units involved in the crackdown by

consulting various sources inside the country, including protesters,

weapons experts, current and former members of security units, or those

who were in contact with such individuals. For their safety, the informat ion
they provided is used in this report without identifying them. JFI also used

and investigated public and private online forums belonging to members

of the Basij and IRGC units to gather information on their operations,

equipment, and training.

JF1 use d legal doctrinal analysis to analyse the primary laws regarding
basic human rights and freedoms in comparison with laws and regulations
stipulating the chain of command, the tasks and duties of supreme
security bodies, the structure of security councils, and regulations
overseeing the use of force and firearms against protesters. JFI also
analysed the conduct of security forces within the context of international

law with regards to potential crimes against humanity
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Background

On 13 September 2022, th e news went viral on social media of a 22 -year -

QL Q@ " AwO3¢U fqtljs GdBsO UQel 3 LjL3¢dzQ0 U3/ dz
&qL3gdzt ds Ljs Lj, L dz0dz0 gULjwOdz Qb T3t| wql dzw
U38LiG wALdptL ¢0dgO3sO uuwljs3Lis¢ Ljg202ppip [ Udz g
the first interview with her brother, her identity was revealed as Mahsa

(Jina) Amini. !

On 16 September 2022, the news of her death after being in coma for days

outraged the entire nation. In an interview with the Voice of America, her

father, Amjad Amini, talked of the bruises on her body and the security

forces intervention during every step of the process, preventing him from

$dzdz3s O [Udz GqOr qd U3¢ O Lputhrila bdxuand@eedta wdz ¢ U dz
Saqqgez to be buried overnigh [ £ m

Mahsa(JnaP ! £3s3t¢ OLt3Ln 3sts3JdzQ | dzq| L dz {q & Q:
Saqqgez, her hometown, for her funeral. 3 On the morning of 17 September

9fogl JUdzm wdzp3¢JdzO | wdzd ¢ A wdz dwqt [Udz LjAJ U
Amini early in the morning so that people could n ot make it on time for

the funeral. * A large protest took place during the funeral and Kurdish

women attending the protests took off their headscarves, waving them in

the air, chanting the slogan Jin Jian Azadi, translated to Zan, Zendegi,

Azadi in Persian (Woman, Life, Freedom). This slogan swiftly became the

main slogan of the protests. The Kurdish opposition parties announced a

3-day strike and protest in the Kurdish cities of Iran. 5

1 https://iranwire.com/fa/features/107526/

2 https://ir.voanews.com/a/6752487.html

3 https://ir.voanews.com/a/6752487.html

4 https://ir.voanews.com/a/6752487.html

3 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iraniancity-shopsshutstep-up-pressureclericatrulers2022
12-05/
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On18d8dz [dzk Gdzwy 9f 99 L Lji OwqAk| Qqd dqtdzst ¢c w3 OUY

gLl 0Qw | wafdzpfo 3s LisQO LwdAsQ pdz0uwljst ¢ «Lj|
of months of protests that flared up across the nation.

Although women, particularly of the younger generation, had a visible
leading role standing at the forefront and burning their scarves, people
from all walks of life joined the protests. Anti -regime sentiments, such as
"Death to the Dictator { L Lpedph tdthe Islamic Republic  t § dzwdz wA 3 g O}
added to the slogans of the protests. In addition to street protestors,
university students and schoolgirls had a major role in the protests, which
continued for months despite the severe crackdown. The 2022 -23 protests
became the lengthiest and the most widespread protests since the
establishment of the IRI, clearly and expressly demand ing changes to, or

an overhaul of, the political system.

The death of Mahsa (Jina) Amini itself is significant evidence of an

institutionalised system of gender discrimination. In addition to its direct

cause, her death can also be said to have been indir ectly caused by an

d2W g dzd d 3tsdz, = LisQ B83QqL dzs L - 3stLjp3tsdz | dzsdz, Qo
their privacy, their choice of beliefs, as well as their rights to freedom of

expression, liberty, safety, and security. This system of discrimination is

built upon the notion of segregating or separating an entire society based

on gender hierarchy, which is similar to the essential elements of an

apartheid system.

Women are being arrested, verbally harassed and exposed to degrading
ill-treatment on a daily bas is for not conforming to a specific dress code
tied to a particular religious belief. These arrests are based on the vague

regulations that afford full discretion to agents on whether to interpret an
38036830ALjLt¢ L dAO Lj¢ T=LQ 0308LGt qu sqfm

During their a rrest, the majority of detainees experience verbal and

physical abuse. Over the course of 1 month in 2007 in Tehran, the police
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arrested 6,810 women due to their hijab. ® The same year, the Deputy

>QttLjs Qdzwy Qb g wdzLjf dzw p dz0wlLjst ¢ | Qlp3lapezatljs s QA s g
least 1,500 women received verbal warnings, and 150 women were

arrested due to their hijab, on a daily basis. " According to data revealed by

Iranian police, in 2008, within a period of only 2 months, more than 4,100

women were arrested in the Isfahan Province. 8 In 2019, the Commander of

JUdz uéuTo¢ | QqL3gdz 6Qugdz LjissQqQAsgdzO [UOLjL + ' f LT
1AL 3gdz ¢JLi{3As¢ o0Quw T3t| wdl dzw qG¢ dzwtsljs gdz Jo
own vehicles. ° These women were recorded by police CCTV on the st reet,

which marks the IRI as one of the most invasive surveillance states in the

world. °In September 2022, the Ministry of Intelligence arrested 300

women for their activism against compulsory hijab. =

In numerous recorded cases, the officers used excessi ve force during the
arrest with the sole purpose of punishing the detainee. In the case of
police brutality against women because of their hijab, instead of holding

the culprit officers accountable, they were commended by the highest -

§https://www.radiofarda.com/a/F4 veil_strike police_moral/450560.html

L https://www.mehrnews.com/news/500257/%D9%87 %D B%8C %D A%i838 %8C%DAY%A9
%D8%A7%D8%B2D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B0% 03488
%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7 % DBRIAB4AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%B9%86
%D8%AA%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D 9%88%HBBHA 7 % D8%BI%D8Y%AFY%D8%A7%D9%85
%D 9%86%D8%B4%D8%AF%DI%BF%A7%D9%86%D8%AF
%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86

§https://www.radiofarda.com/a/F4 veil_strike police _moral/450560.html

9

https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9
%86%D8%AF%DI%BDI%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C
%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DBY%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0
%D9%87%D8%B2%80I87%D8%BID9%86%D9%81%D8WBME%A8%D9%87
%D8%A7%D8%AA%DI%87%D8%AT%D9%85
%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%ACY%D8%A7%D8%R8%BB%BE%B1
%D8YAEY%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%a288848/ % D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1
%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF

10 http://tadbirvaomid.ir/fa/news/271525

i https://www.independentpersian.com/node/266036/
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https://www.radiofarda.com/a/F4_veil_strike_police_moral/450560.html
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
https://old.iranintl.com/%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%C2%AB%D8%A8%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86%D8%AF
http://tadbirvaomid.ir/fa/news/271525
https://www.independentpersian.com/node/266036/

ranking commanders or encouraged by other officials. On 19 April 2018, a

video of a brutal arrest of a woman by the morality police outraged the

nation over police brutality against women for their hijab. While the

usJdzw3qQw p3s3¢Jdwy | wat 3 ¢ dapmpreldrgive [ doinydz LY QA L O
Alireza Rahimi, a member of parliament who was quoting Hossein Ashtari,

fU0dz uéut¢ >qttljsQdzy Qqd 4&4q)3gdk ¢Lj30 [ULL [U0d
35930Qdzs ULQ Gdzdzs QqQ003g3Lj,)~ gQdetifitzge®@dzO Ljs Q@ C
appreciation t “in July 2019 , Hossein Ashtari publicly admitted that he

ordered the officer in question to be commended. 13|n addition to such

impunity enjoyed by state actors, Iranian officials and state owned media

have repeatedly incited hatred and violence by non -state actors agai nst

women who defy compulsory hijab.

Yousef Tabatabaei -Nejad, the Friday Imam of Isfahan, announced ina

sermon in October 2020:

"Society should be made to be insecure for women who unveil.
They should not be allowed to break the norms so easily on the
s{ wdzd¥[ ¢ RW

This statement was made shortly after dozens of women had been victims
of acid attacks because of their improper hijab. 15 Prior to the attacks,
Tabatabaei -Nejad had asserted the needto WA ¢ dz OagaipgtdeVe LiO 03 6 LiGW

women saying:

12 https://www.isna.ir/news/97021006233

3 https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%D B%8CY%MEBBI 7 %D8%B2

%D 9%85W8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B 1%D8%A 7% ZHI886AD %D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1
%D8%AF%D8%BAD9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%SC
%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B 1FADBIHRE %D 9%84%DB%8C%D8shE3088
%D8%AF%D8%NAE%D8%AA%D3%B1
%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%AT7%DI%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%EEB DB 9% DA%AI%DE%B3

14 https://iranwire.com/en/features/67727/

19 https://www.latimes.comivorld/middleeast/lafg-iran-acid-attacks20141027story.html
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https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/600274/%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3
https://iranwire.com/en/features/67727/
https://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-iran-acid-attacks-20141027-story.html

Wwédqtdz | dzq| | dz Gdz, 3 dzsdz [ ULj{ gQqdzwg3ds 3¢
and one must use cultural tools, but nothing can be done with

LiOs3 g dz Lj, Qs dzRW

This leaves women in a constant state of fear of being arrested or attacked,
which could amount to inhuman and degr ading ill -treatment. The
applicability test for the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)

Article 3 set forth in the Ireland v. UK case, states that:

T 1 -tr8atment must attain a minimum level of severity if it is to fall within

the scope of Article 3.p Udz Li¢ ddzopdtdzs [ QO [U3¢ EL3s3IEAE 30

depends on all the circumstances of the case, such as the duration of the
treatment, its physical or mental effects and, in some cases, the sex, age
and state of health of the victim, dzf & mt

The Europ ean Court of Human rights also held that living under constant

fear of being arrested or attacked could amount to inhuman and or

degrading ill -treatment in breach of Article 3 of the ECHR. 7 This is the case
for millions of Iranian women who are constantly under fear of arbitrary
arrests or violent attacks because of their appearance, unless they comply

with the most conservative version of hijab, Chador, which covers their

whole body under a black veil.

This policy is not only affecting the women who are punished for not
observing hijab rules, but large numbers of businesses are harassed,
inspected and even shut down for violations of hijab rules. According to
police officials in Isfahan, within 2 months in 2007, police opened
investigation cases for at| east 827 businesses for improper observance of
hijab rules, among which 106 of them were referred to licensing authorities

for a decision. In 2012, police in Isfahan shut down at least 89 businesses for

18| reland v. UK App.no0.5310/71 (ECHR 18 January 1978), para. 162.
1IN H. and Others v. FRANCE nos. 28820/13 (ECHR 2 July 2020), paras 164, 172, 184
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violations of hijab rules. 409 businesses were shut d own in 2011. *®In 2023,

police shut down 69 businesses for violations of hijab rules. 191n 2023, 301

f dzwdz Ljwywdzp { dz0 A s OQdzwy [Udz Tddzgqs O AG¢ dzwtsdzwyt | u
businesses for violations of hijab rules. 20 The Director of Inspection and

Supervisionof Isfaha st ¢ GA ¢ 3 sdzp ddzd LissqAsgdz) qsdz ¢ AgU
be providing services to those who do not follow hijab rules. 21 These arrests

and punishments are based on laws and regulations which are

deliberately kept vague and broad. The shocking number of women and

b usinesses exposed to such arrests on a daily basis indicates the scale of

the population exposed to arbitrary arrests and abuse of power.

The death of Mahsa (Jina) Amini was shortly followed by the death of

Armita Gerawand , who was allegedly attacked by an enforcer of

compulsory hijab on theTehran metro. The circumstances around her

QdzLjf U UlLjtsdz AsQdzs3LjGL dz ¢33 | Ljw3[3dzp [ Qq pLjUG L]
allegedly pushed out of the metro train for not wearing a hijab. As a result,

she fell unconscious, went into a coma, and eventually died in hospital. 22

pUdz uwLljs3Ljs OQtdaystdzs [t ¢ Liffdt| ¢ [Q gdtda £
the following similarities to the case of Mahsa (Jina) Amini:

- The security forces surrounded the ho spital where the victim was

held and prevented any contact between the victim and her family.

18 https://www.irna.ir/news/6109110

19 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5765355

2 https://fekrshahr.ir/fa/news/141153/%D8%B3%D8%AE%D9%86%DA%AF%D9%88%DB%8C
%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%BBREEA 7 %D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C
%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%DB%8C%D 8% BYABAERDB%B0%DB%B1
%D9%86%D9%81%D8%BME%AF%D8%BID8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%SC
%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8¥AD8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D IB83%886D8%AD%DE%ACY%DEY%A7%D8%AS

2l https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5765355

22 https://amnesty.ca/humanrrights-news/armitagarawandindependentinvestigatiorinto-schoolgirls
criticakinjuriesneededamid-mounting-evidenceof-a-coverup-in-iran/
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https://fekrshahr.ir/fa/news/141153/%D8%B3%D8%AE%D9%86%DA%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%88-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://fekrshahr.ir/fa/news/141153/%D8%B3%D8%AE%D9%86%DA%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%88-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://fekrshahr.ir/fa/news/141153/%D8%B3%D8%AE%D9%86%DA%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%88-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://fekrshahr.ir/fa/news/141153/%D8%B3%D8%AE%D9%86%DA%AF%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DB%B3%DB%B0%DB%B1-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D9%88-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5765355
https://amnesty.ca/human-rights-news/armita-garawand-independent-investigation-into-schoolgirls-critical-injuries-needed-amid-mounting-evidence-of-a-cover-up-in-iran/
https://amnesty.ca/human-rights-news/armita-garawand-independent-investigation-into-schoolgirls-critical-injuries-needed-amid-mounting-evidence-of-a-cover-up-in-iran/

- The security forces arrested journalists who tried to investigate the
incident.
- The government released edited CCTV footage with more than 3
minutes and 16 second s of it missing.
- pUdz ¢dzgAw3 {7 d6qugdzp | wdzp ¢ Awdz® [Udz 5393t
appear in a propaganda interview, broadcast by state media,
wdzZLjd 86 3 wkt 33O [ Udz OQtdzwstdzs {t ¢ s Ljwwljf 3t5dz Ljs
assault before any investigation was laun ched and concluded.
- The security forces took control of the body, the time and place of
the funeral, and violently arrested some of the attendees at the
funeral.
The above -mentioned examples provide solid evidence of the limitations
on freedom of express ion, the lack of choice in personal beliefs, and the
potential threats to safety and security for millions of Iranian women on a
daily basis. They also indicate that there is full impunity in place, for both
state actors and non -state actors, for any viola tion of women's rights in the
name of protecting the hijab rules and chastity, and preserving gender

segregation.

It was in the face of these actions and policies, which are characteristic of
an institutionalised system of gender discrimination comparable only to a
system of apartheid, that nationwide protests over basic human rights and

human dignity broke out.

From the very beginning of the protests the IRI security forces responded

to the peaceful gatherings with brutal, and in many cases deadly, force . At
least 500 were killed including more than 70 children. 2 The state used
identical patterns of suppression as those used in November 2019. The

state classified the protesters as combatants and consequently used

strategies and weapons of war. The regime put in place a meticulous plan

for eliminating evidence of its crimes during the crackdown on the

23 https://www .rferl.org/a/iran-527-protesterskilled-demonstrations/32244697.html
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protests, including a system for identifying killed and injured protesters

and removing them from hospitals, holding the bodies of the killed

protesters hosta ge to pressurise their families into silence or to coerce

them into announcing false causes of death. They also arrested and

JOwdzjf dzs dz0 t3gJ3tt ¢ OLjt3) 3dzp L 0qQuwg3sO [Udz
state media, and preventing them from burying their loved ones in their

cemetery of choice or having a proper funeral based on their religious

beliefs.

As will be demonstrated in the following sections, the IRI framed the

| wafdzgf¢ Li¢ TURGW3Q ¢ Liwt LisQ wdzo| s QdzQ0 ¢§3 U
armed conflict. The following sections address how the authorities framed

the protests as war in their official statements, and how they treated the

unarmed protesters as combatants in a widespread and systematic

fashion.
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Warfare Policy to Deal With Protests

pUdz veéea3¢d3LA® gLLi¢$303d2Q0 [Udz | wqfdzpf ¢ Ljo
beginning, as part of a coordinated and widespread effort by the highest -

ranking authorities of the IRI, laying the groundwork for framing the
| way dzo [ dzwd  Ljd\\am islairiclipupdi® dzthsurgents or combatants.

The term was used for the first time in direct reference to the protests by
multiple political, military and security officials on 21 September 2022.

Referring to the protests, Mohsen Mansouri, the Governor of Tehran said:

"We a re in a hybrid war, part of which has been demonstrated

in these recent events "%

odz [Udzs gqt| LjwdzQ ¢ A| | wdzo¢3s0O [Udz | wqfdzp ¢ [

by Iranian officials for the Iran ~ -Iraq war. stating that:
TOvercoming these challenging conditions i s only possible
with the spirit of Holy Defence, sacrifice and martyrdom t 2m

One the same day, the Commander of the Quds Headquarters of the IRGC
Ground Force made an exact comparison between the protests and the

Iran -lIraq war stating that:

w  Udz o q|n&e isthdrdwdr, and today, we are in a hybrid
war against the enemy. In other words, the enemies of the Iranian
nation have come to the field with all their efforts and

capabilities.” 2°

On the same day, the IRGC Commander of the Qazvin Province, 2 the IRGC

Commander of the Yazd Province, % the IRGC Commander in the city of

24 https://defapress.ir/fa/news/546445

25 https://defapress.ir/fa/news/546445

26 https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/06/30/2777
2T https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5594178

28 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5594383
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https://defapress.ir/fa/news/546445
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/06/30/2777
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5594178/%DB%B2%DB%B5%DB%B0-%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B2%D9%88%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
https://www.mehrnews.com/news/5594383/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%87-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1

Torbat Heydarieh, 2 Ljs @ [ Udz uéu d8A| wdz dz «dzLjQOdzwt ¢ wdz

Markazi Province, used the same term to describe the protests. 30

! QOLjn L LiJfdzwL JUdz uég>t ¢ 0 deatly & Mahsadlina) [ dzt dzs [
Amini used the same wording to describe the protests, calling it:

w Liputf psychological, media, and hybrid war today, which
seeks to shape public opinion by exploiting the death of a

compatriot through the promotion of fabricated and biassed
s LjiwwlLj{ tsdzp WR

The practical implications of framing it this way were revealed just a f ew

days later. On 30 September 2022, Amnesty International revealed that it

QGJ[ Lj3sdzQ Lj | dzLjOdz0 Qd083g3LjL OQgAtdzs  LGQA[ L
ranking military official after the Commander in Chief for suppressing the

protests. The document shows that on 21 September 2022, the day that

uuwljs3Lis Qqo603g3LjL¢ GdOLis [Q |AGL3gL~ Odzdgw3aG
Mohammad Hossein Bagheri, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, issued an

QwOdzw [ q J[Udz gQttljsQdzwo 3s Lj,L | wesdys gdzd 3
confront troublemakers and anti -revolutionaries t m « Ljf dzw [ ULj{ dztsdzs °
use of lethal force across the country dramatically increased. The following

chart indicates that the death toll reached its peak on 21 September 2022,

one of the bloodiest days of  protests with at least 62 killed. %2

29 hitps://www.irna.ir/news/84894876
SOhttps://www.irna.ir/news/84894325

3! hitps://www.irna.ir/news/84895445
32 https://enqgelab.info/%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%868%a8%d8%a7%d8%ae%d8%aa%da%af%d8%a7%d9%86/
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https://www.irna.ir/news/84894325/%D9%85%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.irna.ir/news/84895445/%DA%A9%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%AA-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%AE%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87%D8%A7
https://enqelab.info/%d8%ac%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%ae%d8%aa%da%af%d8%a7%d9%86/
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On 26 September 2022, The IRGC began a missile and drone attack

campaign on the Iragi Kurdish region where the Iranian Kurdish parties

have taken shelter for years. % On the same day, Abbas Nilforoushan, the

Deputy of Operation of the IRGC, the highest position after the Chief

commander of the IRGC, in an interview with Al -Alam TV, also referred to

[ 0dz | wq[ dzpyprigl warj¢t L§jsTO tdzs [3QsdzQ [Udz uég>t¢ t3

the Kurdish region of Irag, claiming that:

33 https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2022/09/26/689883/Iran%E2%80%ABG caunchesfresh-attacksagainst
positionsof-terrorists-in-lrag%E2%80%9%aurdistanrregion
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Tth e recent targets that were hit by IRGC missiles played a

significant role in the riots of the past few days t *m

On 30 September 2022, the official statement of the Ministry of Intelligence

used the same term to describe the protests, stating that:

TThe recent hybrid war has led to the beginning of a new

season and renewed and reorganised operations of this ministry t 3t
On the same day, more than 100 were killed in protests in Zahedan. 36
On 8 October 2022, Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the IRI, used th e same

description for the protests. 3" He repeated these classifications in his
speeches on 2 November 2022 and 21 December 2022. In his statement on
9 . (qQtdzk Gdzwy 9 f 99 L Udz gthedebgen éventd Wergfadzgorid[ ULj{ T

war, not merely riots  t 3

Following ~ ULjtdzsdz3t ¢ O3 wdJ o¢JLjfdzbdzs L sAEdzyqAho ¢

the same classification of the events after the death of Mahsa (Jina) Amini,

# https://fa.alalam.ir/news/6374448/%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AD
%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD3%AC%D8%AF%DB%3C%D8DAFHAFY%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86
%D8%AF%D8%BAD9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D9%87

35 https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/860073
36 https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/22/irantbloody-friday-crackdownyearsdeadliest

87 https://nasimeemrooz.ir/%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B 1
%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C/8dB8%B1%D9%87%8Hh88%D8%B 1
%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8
%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7
%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%88%BR78%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD%DB%8C
%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%A9%bBI8ATS
%D8%B5%D9%87%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86%D B%8C % 8%EBATB%H 87 % D8%HD %388
%DA%A9%D9%85%DAYANE%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86
%D8Y%AEY%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%86
%D8Y%AEY%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%ACY%E2%80%8C%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C%D9%86
%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF

38 https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D38%AA
%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8ABYAC%DI%86%DAAF
%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8Y8RIBI%BA3%D9%88% D 83AB9 %86 Y68 7
%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8#B3%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4
%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7 %D 9%86%DB%2Q%D9%88D8%A8%D9%87
%D8Y%AEY%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
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https://fa.alalam.ir/news/6374448/%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AD-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D9%87
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/860073
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/22/iran-bloody-friday-crackdown-years-deadliest
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https://nasimeemrooz.ir/%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C/815495-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%A9%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%87%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%DA%A9%D9%85%DA%A9-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%E2%80%8C%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF
https://nasimeemrooz.ir/%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C/815495-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B5%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%B1%DB%8C%DA%A9%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D8%B5%D9%87%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%DA%A9%D9%85%DA%A9-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%86-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%E2%80%8C%D9%86%D8%B4%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF
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https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401081107776/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86

including but not limited to the Minister of Intelligence % the Head of the
IRGC Intelligence Organisation  4°, the Comm ander of the Police Special
Forces %, and the Secretary -General of the High Council for Human
Rights. 4243

On 4 December 2022, SHAK, which is the main body responsible for

authorising the use of force against protesters including lethal and less

lethal force, 3¢ ¢ £ dzQ Ljs Qo6063g3Lj, ¢ fLjfdzxdzs [ Odzdpgw3 G3
fLwtL gdssdg {3s0O [Udz | wqfdzf¢ [q UQef3]dz dQqu

T{Udz dzsdzt "L 3s AJ fdw OQdz¢|[Lj3w odwqt [Udz ¢ wl
turned to hybrid warfare. The impactful death o puoém pLUGL ! t3s3
prompted the enemy to expedite the implementation of its intricate

design in the hybrid war, which was planned to commence under various

| wdzf dzw [ ¢ mt

| fut¢ wdas3dzf Qo [Udz Qdo3g3LjL ¢ fLifdztdzs ¢ gQq:
authoriti es mean that the Western states (particularly the US), and Israel

led a combination of traditional and new warfare tactics, including cyber,

media, intelligence, and military, simultaneously and supplementary to

each other, to overthrow the Islamic Republi c.®

As mentioned, this narrative is formulated to portray the protesters as

combatants and the protests as an armed insurgency that could be dealt

39 https://dolat.ir/detail/399380

40 https://farsi.khamenei.ir/othersdialog?id=53161

4l https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/12/20/2865631
42 https://www.ghatreh.com/news/nn14020400303046920192/

43 To see some more examples of such staais, visit the following links:
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE % D8PBB%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%BRU8Z545
%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86
%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%ERMBMHAE%D8Y%A7%D8%B1%D8%ACY%D9%87
%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AY8nBBARR D8Y%AE%DB%8C%D38%B1
%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A 7% BeRB28C%DAYXID 8%ACY%DI%86%DAYAF
%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8Y8RIBIHEET %6D9%85%D9%87
%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8% BAEXBHAT7%D8%B3%D8%AA

44 https://dolat.ir/detail/400920

45 See these for more details:
https://www.farsnews.ir/news/14010710000474/
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https://www.ghatreh.com/news/nn14020400303046920192/%D8%BA%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%A8-%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DA%AF%D8%B0%D8%B4%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.borna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%DB%8C-3/1402545-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%82-%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://dolat.ir/detail/400920
https://www.farsnews.ir/news/14010710000474/%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%85%D9%88%D9%84%D9%81%D9%87%E2%80%8C%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AC%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B1%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AA

with using the level of force suitable for armed conflicts, and authorise the

killing of protesters. The in itial intention of classifying the 2022 -23 protests
Lid TURGW3Q fLiwt §Le [Aa 3s¢f30Lfdz Lj wdzf wLjg{ 3

However, a second implication of this Warfare Policy is evident in the type

of charges made against protesters. By 17 December 2022, at least 39

Qdz{ Lji3sdzQ | wqf dzo { dzw¢ ULjQ Gdzdzs FUWithodz® ¢ 3[ U

o wlLjt dzf Qo qd u¢L Lit3g BULW3Lj LisQ ueuto¢ 8Aw3¢l
bdzljs ¢ T¢Lw LiOL3s¢S 9gqQO LisQ [Udz & Ljfdzt | As3
protesters who have been e xecuted so far have been charged and

gdst3gfdz0 dquw TpqULjwdzGdz0t

Under this narrative, the protesters are divided into 2 categories. First, a
group of impressionable youngsters who engage in impulsive behaviour
influenced by the media and social networks; and a group affiliated with
foreign intelligence agencies and opposition groups that act as mercenary
forces who are armed and trained to Kkill security forces and attack
government buildings.  #’ The detainees who are forced to do TV interviews
expressing th eir remorse and repeating the official narrative about the
protests are classified under the first category. Protesters who have been
killed by the security forces or sentenced to death by the judicial system to

intimidate other protesters, are classified as the second category.

As will be shown in detalil in Tf 3s Q3 thé&IRtdeployed all of its security
and combat units, equipped with a variety of lethal and less lethal
weapons, to suppress the protesters. Using an in -depth analysis of the
footage of protests we will demonstrate that the IRI forces used lethal
weapons to deliberately target and kill civilians who were not armed, were

not posing any threat to forces, and in some cases were simply bystanders.

We will demonstrate that units equipped with less lethal weapons

46 https://iranhr.net/en/articles/5653/
47

See these as examples:
https://dolat.ir/detail/399380

and
https://www.598.ir/fa/news/518233

26

Waging War on Civilians: Fxposing Iran's Repressive Units and Crimes Against Humanity



https://iranhr.net/en/articles/5653/
https://dolat.ir/detail/399380
https://www.598.ir/fa/news/518233

deliberately used their weapons in a way to cause maximum or lethal
damage, with the intention of inflicting more severe physical pain and
suffering. We will demonstrate that those forces deliberately shot at
residential buildings, hosp itals and public transport vehicles with lethal

and less lethal weapons, or attacked and raided shops and stores. We will
demonstrate that those forces severely beat detained civilians in their
custody, completely incapacitating them, with the sole intenti on of

humiliating them or inflicting severe physical harm.
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Domestic Laws & Regulations

This section will address the key laws and regulations with regards to the

Right to Freedom of Assembly, the structure and duties of security

councils, and the conduct and powers of law enforcement and security

6 qugdzerm uf LiLé¢d gw3l3gLjlLr LsLLr¢dz¢g [Udz gQ
system and incompatibility of laws and regulations regarding the licensing

and controlling of assemblies with the Constitution.

Right to Freedom of Assembly in the IRI

Article 27 of the Constitution recognises the Right to Assembly, but

subjects the Right to vague and broadly worded conditions. 4 Under the
lwf3gldd | AGL3g Li¢dpdzt G| 3dz¢ LjsQ tlLjwgUdzd Ljwdz L
carried, and that they are not detrimental to the fundamental principles of

udl Ljiktm !wf3gldz 9+ | wds30dzQ0 sd gl Liw3d3glLjf:
TOQdzf w3tdzs fLj, JQ JUdz dAsOQLjtdzs {Lj, | w3sg3l]) dz
Qs JUdz ¢gqQl dz LisQ 3s ¢/ Lidzg ] AP wIg P34 Lodk¢s OQRE u
Guardian Council, which is by law, tasked with construing the Constitution,

has refused “*° to provide an official interpretation of Article 27, despite the

request of the Minister of Interior in 1996. 50

In 1981, Parliament dra ® [ dz0 TpUdz «Ljf ds [Udz 'g[3B3]3d

Professional Parties, Associations, and Political or Professional Islamic

l $0Qdg3Lif3Qs¢ Qqu edzgqOs3wdzO édz 303QA¢ u3squ3,

this law, the organisers of any public gatherings had to obtain permission

4—8Article 27: Public gatherings and marches may be freely held, provided arms are ned eat that they are not
detrimental to the fundamental principles of Islam.

49 http://nazarat.shora
rc.irrfFoms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csaqpt/F9O0=&NF=b

HilRfspeWO0=

50 http://nazarat.shora
rc.irfForms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csagpt/F900=&NF=b
HilRfspeWO0=
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http://nazarat.shora-rc.ir/Forms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csaqpt/F9Oo=&NF=bHiIRfspeW0=
http://nazarat.shora-rc.ir/Forms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csaqpt/F9Oo=&NF=bHiIRfspeW0=
http://nazarat.shora-rc.ir/Forms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csaqpt/F9Oo=&NF=bHiIRfspeW0=
http://nazarat.shora-rc.ir/Forms/FileLoad.aspx?id=6CTjRC5n3Ac=&TN=/XG7FYxY/yd2hSO3SoFiUGK8U51VruQ4csaqpt/F9Oo=&NF=bHiIRfspeW0=

owdt Lj 9qtt3¢¢3ds dzoJLiGL 3¢ UdzQ G=hereinaffeB g dz + !
the Commission, consisting of representatives from the Judiciary,

Parliament, the Interior Ministry, and political parties. According to Article

10, this Commission is responsible for issuing permits for the activities of

political and professional parties and groups.

Therefore, only political parties, associations, and NGOs, that are already

registered and have obtained the required licences for activities under th e
OQmdzystdzs ft ¢ ¢fw3gf wAldzoL ¢§dzwydz dz 303G| dz [¢
demonstrations and rallies. Any assembly without such permission is

deemed illegal and can be made subject to suppression.

In practice, licences are only granted to assemblies organised by the State,
or where the purpose of the assembly is to support state -sanctioned
ideologies and policies. All other assemblies are generally and arbitrarily

considered illegal. 52

Even though the Guardian Council has deliberately refrained from i ssuing
a detailed interpretation of Article 27, on this occasion it issued an opinion

on the compatibility of the regulations with Article 27. In its opinion

number 2990 dated 16 July 1981, the Guardian Council expressly held that

the requirement of permis sion for unarmed rallies which are not
detrimental to the principles of Islam is incompatible with Article 27:
Regarding the Legislative Proposal for the Activities of Political, Social,

and Professional Parties, as well as Recognised Islamic or Religiou S

Minority Associations, declares:

"The portion of Note 2 of Article 6 that considers obtaining
prior permission from the Ministry of Interior as a condition for

holding processions in public thoroughfares, given that processions

51 https://ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/91803/10662889794477/IRN91803.pdf

5—zJustice for Iran has used quotation marks when using the term illegal for unlicensed gatherings to indicate the arbitrary
YEGdzZNBE 2F INIyGAy3d LISN¥Aaairzya (2 FaaSvyotiasSa Ay LWIyd !'a& R,
freedom of assembly. Such partial recognition of the right, which contravenes international human rights law and

standards, gives rise to imposition of arbitrary and undue restrictions on the right to freedom of assembly.
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do not occur in non -publi ¢ thoroughfares and, according to Article
27 of the Constitution, holding processions without -carrying
weapons and, if not contrary to Islamic principles, is free without

any other condition, is in conflict with the Constitution." 53

At that time, Parliament passed the law, making a slight change in
distinguishing assemblies from rallies, delegating the permission for
assemblies to the Ministry of Interior. The organisation of rallies became
subject to notifying the Ministry of Interior and obtaining approval from
the Commission based on Article 10, ensuring they are not detrimental to

the principles of Islam.

However, in 2016, this law was amended, and contrary to the explicit

opinion of the Guardian Council in 1981, once again, the organisation of any

gathe ring or rally became conditional on obtaining a permit. According to

lwf{3gldz ++ Qqd [U3¢ | LfL [ Uedmakingztegatdde Lif 3 s |
OLif Udzwy3 s 00 LjsQ wlLjL L 3dz¢t ULjo Gdzdzs dzs [ wh ¢ [ dzQ |
Additionally, based on paragraph 8 of Ar [3glLdz +4YL TquwoOlLjs3¢3s0O

gatherings requires notification and obtaining a permit from the Ministry
Qd usfdzw3qQu LjsO [Udz | Q3 sg3Lj, gQtdays QuLjf dzmt

In this manner, the government not only conditioned the organisation of
gatherings and rallies on obta ining a permit, in sheer violation of Article 27

of the Constitution, but also made the permit acquisition a 2 -stage
process, contingent upon obtaining approval from 2 authorities, i.e. the

Commission and the Ministry of Interior.

bUdz >qtt 3¢ ¢ 3 qmethind of GedliBggnithl permission requests has
been to deny receipt of the applications and not respond. In October 2015,

the Nedaye Iranian Party applied for permission to hold a gathering in

support of JCPOA. 5% In January 2019, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the fo rmer

53 https://ccri.ac.ir/files/fa/news_files/15478.pdf
54 https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/998916
% https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/420824
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IRl president, applied for permission to hold a rally but received no
response. *® In February 2022, the Ettehad -e-Mellat Party applied for
permission to hold a gathering protesting the recent legislation restricting
digital rights. °" In September 2022, 6 reformist parties applied for
permission for a peaceful protest. %8 In November 2022, the Mardomsalari
Party applied for permission to hold a gathering. In February 2022, the
secretary of the Commission denied receiving the application for an
assembly by t he Ettehad -e-Mellat party. °° On 29 November 2022, - Director
General of the Security and Law Enforcement Office of the Tehran
Governorate said:
WEAwW3sO (Udz | Lj¢J ~AdzLjy LjsQ Lj ULjLd Qqd Lj
that took place in Tehran, no trade group or part y has come

o quy LiwQ [a LllLr 8quw Lji [dwt3%¢3ds [d 0QLC

None of the abovementioned applications received an official response

from the Commission.

It is evident that the state has effectively blocked any legal pathway to
organise a peaceful p rotest, despite the fact that the Article 27 expressly
recognises the Right to Peaceful Protests and does not qualify the Right to
any licensing procedure or further legislation as seen in many other

principles of the Constitution.

26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/ran-46812107

= https://www.isna.ir/news/1400120403500

o8 https://twitter.com/mah_sadeghi/status/1575039820241416192?lang=en
9 https://lwww.farsnews.ir/news/14001209000720/

£0 https://www.irna.ir/news/84956%/3
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Tasks and Duties of Security Councils

Article 176 of the Constitution

Article 176 of the Constitution establishes SHOAM. Presided over by the

dwdz¢ 3Qdzs {L do0A!lpn 3¢ wdz| ds¢$3GLdz dqQu ToLjddzOA
and preserving the Islamic Revolution, the territorial integr ity and national

¢ qtsdzwydz3 Os [ At m TEdz  dzwt 3s3s0O [ Udz OQdzdzs gdz Ljs O
§3J03s [Udz duwLjtdzf QuO Qb Odzsdzwlj], | 4L 3g3dz¢ Qdz
IRI, and coordinating the activities in areas relating to politics, intelligence,

social, cultu ral, and economic fields in regard to general defence and

security policies, are amongst its responsibilities.

SHOAM consists of the Head of the Judiciary, Speaker of Parliament, Chief

of Staff of the Armed Forces, Head of the Plan and Budget Organisatio n, 2
representatives nominated by the Leader, Ministers of Foreign Affairs,

Interior, and Information, any other minister related to the subject, and the

highest -ranking officials from the Army and the IRGC.

The decisions of SHOAM can only be enacted after the approval of the IRI

Supreme Leader. SHOAM is also responsible for establishing SHAK.

1993 Law on the Establishment and Responsibilities of the Country Security

Council

SHAK is responsible for:

A - Summarising and reviewing news, reports, and analysi s related to
sensitive security, political, and social events in the country for quick
utilisation, to depict the current situation and predict future

developments.

B - Establishing communication with the Security Councils of
provinces and receiving period ic reports on the security, political,

and social situation of each province.
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C - Defining general domestic security policies within the framework

of enacted laws.

D - Specifying the duties and authorities of each organisation and
institution in relation t o internal security within the framework of

their legal responsibilities.

E - Monitoring and evaluating the results of decisions made by the

Council.

F - Coordinating common issues with the Supreme Defence

Council. !

SHAK consists of the General Commander o f Iran's Police Forces, one of

JUdz uéu | dzLjOdzwt ¢ LjiOs3 o quweé 3s [Udz 8o0A! pL [ Uds
Islamic Republic of Iran Army, the General Commander of the IRGC, and

the Intelligence Minister. If the matter concerns any other government

body, the highest authority of that body is also invited. 62 The Minister of

Interior can also invite one MP from the Parliamentary Commission on

Internal Affairs, as well as the Prosecutor General. ® The Council does have

consultative status and the ultimate decisi on on internal security affairs

oLiLLo §3JU0U3s [Udz pu3s3¢ tzwy Qqd wus [ dzwy3 qut ¢ Ljk [ C

The local security councils  act at provincial, city, or district level. They are

run by provincial, city, and district governors, and consist of the highest -
ranking commanders of the IRGC, police and army of the jurisdiction
(whether it is at provincial, city or district level), as well as the head of the
Ministry of Intelligence Office. The governor can invite the General
Prosecutor and Revolutionary Prosecutor in their jurisdiction to the

meetings.

61 https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/90807
62, .
1bid.
%3 bid.,
4 ibid.,
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As stipulated in Article 3 of the 1993 Act of Establishment and
Responsibilities of  the National Security Council, the city or district
governors make the ultimate decisions as to how security forces must
respond to protests. They are the main decision -makers on whether the
use of firearms against protestors are allowed in their jurisdic tion, and

issue the police and other armed forces with the so -glLj, )L dzd T8UQQ{ 3
AwQdzwyt L A Qs wdzgdz33s0 Lj| | wassLj, odwqt [Udz p3
by their superior Provincial Governor. Upon the issuance of the order to

use firearms by the Governor, the operation commanders of the security

units of the Police, IRGC and Intelligence Ministry, transmit the order to

their field commanders who then have the authority to order their forces

to open fire at protesters.

Therefore, we can summarise the chai n of command (in terms of authority
for suppressing the protests, restricting the rights of protesters, and

authorising the use of firearms) as follows:

- The IRI Leader as the Commander in Chief appoints the Minister of
Interior as the Deputy Commander  -in-Chief of the Armed Forces in the
Law Enforcement affairs.

- With the Approval of the IRl Leader, the President, as the head of
SHOAM, appoints the Minister of Interior as Head of SHAK.

- The Minister of Interior as the head of SHAK, consults the Council and
communicates its decision on the response to protests, including the
level and type of of force to be used, to the provincial governors

- Provincial governors consult the provincial Security Council, and
authorise the use of force and the imposition of restr ictions on rights
and freedoms, and communicates its decision to city and district

governors
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- City and district governors consult their Security Council and

implement the decisions of the provincial governors.

Laws and Regulations on the Conduct of Securi  ty Forces
1995 Law on the Use of Firearms by Armed Forces in Necessary Incidents 65

Article 4 of the 1995 Law on the Use of Firearms by Armed Forces in
- dzgdzp ¢ Ljyr usg3Qdzs ¢ LiLlLqQf¢ [Udz A£¢dz Qqd ¢ dzLjl q
wljL L 3dzdt m p Uthesd dsiembies intd @ dagegories: unarmed and

armed illegal rallies.

In the first category, forces may legally resort to the use of firearms for the

| Awl Qédz Q6 Tuwdzf Aws3sO QuwlOdzw [Qq LisO® gdsfwal
control is deemed impossiblewi [ UQA [ [ Udz A ¢°dm o@ér tok¢lybnd t m

this and resort to the use of firearms, the following conditions must be

met:

A. Other means were used and remain ineffective.

B. Rioters were warned before firearms were used against them.

Note 1 to Article 4 sti pulates that the responsibility of determining which
assemblies fall under this provision, and as such could invoke the use of
firearms, rests with the local governors (at provincial, city or district levels),

or in their absence, their political deputies and in consultation with local
security councils. Provincial and local governors at district and city levels

act under the supervision of the Interior Minister, who must seek counsel

from SHOAM in such cases. ¢

65A full translation of the law can be found in Annex 1 of this report.
66 See Article 4, annex 1.
&1 Note 2, Article 3 of thd993 Act of Establishment and Responsibilities of the National Security Council.
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However, in accordance with Article 5, if the assemblies are armed, the
armed forces are allowed to immediately use firearms to restore security

and order.

While distinguishing between unarmed and armed illegal rallies, Articles 4

and 5 have deemed the use of weapons permissible in both cases. This IS
despite the fact that under the Iranian judicial system participating in an

unarmed march is not considered a crime in itself and according to Article

27 of the Constitution, only armed rallies or marches that are detrimental

to the principles of Islam are deemed impermissible. On the other hand,

the use of weapons against non -armed marches is in conflict with the
principle of proportionality, as the use of weapons is not justified if the
protestors are not armed and pose no threat to the lives of law

enforcement officers or other citizens.

The law has not provided a definition of an armed rally, and in any event,
under international law, even the mere presence of armed individuals
among a predominantly civilian population will not strip the population o f

its civilian character. °©8

In addition, the 1995 Act has not provided a definition of weapons or the
types of weapons allowed, nor has it provided a definition of illegal rally,
riot, insurgency, or rallies that are uncontrollable without the use of
weapo ns. Instead, the law places the responsibility for determining such
assemblies on the Head of SHAKI without offering any mechanism or

criteria for making such determinations.

All of these aspects are in conflict with the fundamental principles of the
use of force and firearms by law enforcement officers, as adopted by the

Eighth Congress of the United Nations on Crime Prevention and

68 https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/fd881d/
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Treatment of Offenders (1990), particulalry principles 9 and 11 of that

instrument. ©°

Laws on the Power of Arrest

Article 29 of the Criminal Procedure Code designates officers of law
enforcement as General Judicial Officers (GJOs), while other personnel,
such as those from the Ministry of Intelligence and the Intelligence

Organisation of the IRGC, are defined as Speci al Judicial Officers (SJOs).

In accordance with Article 30 of the Criminal Procedure Code, obtaining
the title of Judicial Officer is contingent not only on trustworthiness, but
also on acquiring the necessary skills by completing specific training
courses under the supervision of the relevant judicial authority, and
obtaining a Special Judicial Officer Card (SJOC). Therefore, it is evident that

officers who are involved in controlling and, in some cases, arresting

69 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instrumentsmechanisms/instruments/basiprinciplesuseforce-andfirearms
law-enforcement

9. Law enforcement officials shall not use firearms against persons exceptdtefmite or defence of others
against the imminent theat of death or serious injury, to prevent the perpetration of a particularly serious

crime involving grave threat to life, to arrest a person presenting such a danger and resisting their authority, or
to prevent his or her escape, and only when lessarie means are insufficient to achieve these objectives. In
any event, intentional lethal use of firearms may only be made when strictly unavoidable in order to protect
life.

11. Rules and regulations on the use of firearms by law enforcement officialkisholude guidelines that:

(a) Specify the circumstances under which law enforcement officials are authorised to carry firearms and
prescribe the types of firearms and ammunition permitted;

(b) Ensure that firearms are used only in approprigiteumstances and in a manner likely to decrease the risk
of unnecessary harm;

(c) Prohibit the use of those firearms and ammunition that cause unwarranted injury or present an
unwarranted risk;

(d) Regulate the control, storage and issuing of fireaindyuding procedures for ensuring that law
enforcement officials are accountable for the firearms and ammunition issued to them;

(e) Provide for warnings to be given, if appropriate, when firearms are to be discharged;

(f) Provide for a system of repanty whenever law enforcement officials use firearms in the performance of
their duty.
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people nationwide must possess an SJOC. Ar ticle 30 expressly states that
T3s6dz0[30Lif3ds¢ LisQ Liglf3ds¢ gLjiwyw3zdz® QqAf Gr
| wqU3G3[dzQ LjsQ | LigO | dzOLjl tLjL 303~ mt

However, the law does not state that SJOs, even those who operate in
plainclothes, are obligated to present th is card when making arrests,
including in the case of arrests without a warrant such as detentions

during protests.

According to Article 18 and 24 of the Law of Procedure of General and

Revolutionary Courts, SJOs can arrest individuals without a judicial o rder in

the case of an evident crime. " However, for non -evident crimes, they can

only detain individuals with a judicial order. According to Article 182 of the

>w3t3slj, awqgdzOAwdz >QqQQdzL TLjd[dzw [Udz 3¢ 0¢ALjsg
the summoning officer inv ites the accused to appear with him before the

investigator. If the accused refuses, the officer will place them into custody

to appear before the investigator. If necessary, the officer may seek

Li¢#3 ¢ Lisgdz dwqt ?qf Udzw Qb 0 3 g dzw¢ mt

Article 6 of the Law on Re  spect for Legitimate Freedoms and Preservation

qs >3 3wdzs U3 | €e300f¢ ¢JfLifdz¢ [ULJL TOAw3s
reconnaissance and investigation, [officers must] avoid tormenting

individuals, such as blindfolding and restraining their other limbs,
humil 3 Ljf 3s OL LjsO®O OdztdzLjs 3s O [ Udz mt

0 https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A 7% D 9% S8B%E8%D9%86
%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%DI86@86AFY%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C
%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B 1% DEYE8GA8%D8%A7
%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD %D 8% A IERRHAI8 Y¥6B3% D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA
%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D 9%82%DBUWB%A 7% D8%AEY%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A 7P DaT6B

"L hitps://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/93219

& https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/201506/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86
%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D98BB86AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C
%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B 1% DER83aA8%D8%A7
%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD %D 8%A 7HERRHAII8 % B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA
%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82% BTBLHA 7% D8%HID 8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf

I https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/94150
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https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/93219
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://www.ekhtebar.ir/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A2%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA-1394-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B11.pdf
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/94150

During the recent protests, several videos and pictures recorded
plainclothes individuals, sometimes armed, without observing any of the
regulations mentioned above, forcibly taking protesters and passersby

with their private vehicles, sometimes without li cence plates. Some of
these citizens ended up in the custody of Public Security Police or

intelligence organisations. Footage of blindfolded detainees was also

broadcast and published by a state -owned media outlet.

FarsNews , 8 November 2022
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Majidreza Rahnavards t | Lji¢ J Q¢ Gdzd Qudz dzW dzg A [ 3 Qs m
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(\

The arrest of Toumaj Salehi, Mehr News Agency , 2 November 2022.

Procedural Contradictions and Violations

As mentioned above, the re are evident contradictions between the
Constitution, and its other laws and regulations regarding the Right to

Freedom of Assembly. There are also clear incompatibilities between the

ueut ¢ OQtdzpf3g LLfoL LisQ 3s [ dayslLjf3qantj, [ w3s

firearms.
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us LjQO3[3QsL [Udz ueéutoé¢ | wqQgdzQAwLj, Ljl | wqLjg
protests is also in breach of its own domestic laws. During the 2022 -23

protests, as well as previous waves of protests such as the November 2019

protests, the IRI restrict ed or suspended basic human rights, and used a

L dztsdz, Qo ©quwgdz sl - |dzwt3¢¢3GLdz QAwW3sO Lj To{
of war without declaring a state of emergency.

According to Article 79 of the Constitution, despite recognising the state of

war and the state emergency, the explicit prohibition of declaring martial

law is stipulated. ™ p qQuwdzqtsdzyl Lis~= wdzdfw3gf3dsd Liw3oé3
dzt dzyOdzs g7t tA¢ L OLj3s Ljl | wasLl odwqt &Ljwl 3Lj
temporary form, limited to 30 days. Simultaneously, Article 9 of the

Constitution explicitly bars the limitation of legitimate freedoms:

Tol 0 sQ Qd03g3LL UL¢ [Udz w3OUf [QqQ 3sdw3sOdz
name of maintaining independence and territorial integrity, even through
the establishmentof |  Ljf ¢ Ljs O wdzOA ] Lj{ 3 Qs ¢ mt

The Government's use of all types armed forces in the suppression of the
protests flagrantly violates these principles, indicating that no legal
processes have been observed in regards to the security forces dealing
with protesters, w hich includes them denying or limiting legitimate rights,
such as the Right to Assembly, Liberty and Security, Freedom from Torture,

and the Right to Life..

According to Article 79 of the Constitution, and Articles 210 and 211 of the
Internal Regulations of Parliament, the Government and Parliament have

been granted powers in this regard, that is, for the Government to

X The proclamation of martial law is forbidden. In case of war or emergency conditions akin to war, the
government has the ght to temporarily impose certain necessary restrictions, with the agreement of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly (parliament). In no case can such restrictions last for more than thirty days; if
the need for them persists beyond this limit, the governmentst obtain new authorization for them from

the Parliament.
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LissQAsgdz Lj T¢JLjfdz Qb damertytO erprgve ttemgrer® & Ljw) 3
imposition of restrictions.

ul 3¢ LiGoqQlAfdd R gl dzljy [UOLJ [Udz gQtdayst dzs |
dzt dzyOdzs gnt L LjisQ tQoéf gdzwfLi3sl~ JUOLJ &Lwl 3L
temporary restrictions on rights and freedoms.

Moreover, the Guardian Council, tasked with construing the Constitution,
has not provided an interpretation of this principle, and the Constitution
LLigO¢ Lj Qdz©3s3[3ds Qb6 T¢JLLjfdz Qd dzt dzyOdzs g A
provided any instructions regarding the suspension o f legitimate rights
and freedoms by security forces in extraordinary circumstances. Clear
codified indicators from the Constitution to delineate the limits of the

duties of security forces during social unrest are also absent. As mentioned
above, according to the Law on the Use of Weapons, the state of order and
security is categorised into 4 levels. In the first 3 levels, the police forces
maintain order, while in the fourth level, , considered a state of crisis,
decisions are made by Security Councils hea ded by governors. These

decisions must be implemented by the police force.

According to Article 176 of the Constitution, SHOAM has the authority to
make rules in certain areas, which can be implemented after the approval

of the IRl Supreme Leader. The app rovals of SHOAM are not officially
published and cannot be cited. However, the legislative position of SHOAM
remains unclear, and even if established, its approvals cannot directly

conflict with constitutional principles, including Article 9 and 79.

The law assigning duties to SHAK, empowering it to make security
decisions that deprive legitimate rights in emergency situations,
gds{wLi03g ¢ !'wlf3gld 'l qd [Udz >QséL3A[3Q:
dzt dzyOdzs gRt LisQ 3t[d¢3f3Qs Qbd wetpms |2 g { 3 s ¢

contingent upon the approval of Parliament, applicable only temporarily.
Therefore, SHAK, and its subordinate institutions, only possess the
authority to manage crises through the imposition of restrictions after
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parliamentary approval. Such app roval has never been sought and has

never been given.

Contrary to the procedure stipulated in Article 79 of the Constitution, the
gdsdzys tdzs { ULj¢ sdz3J UOdzwy Odzg) LjwdzQ Lj T¢ [ Ljfdz Qb
prescribed procedures. However, in direct contradict ion to Article 79, it has
denied or restricted legitimate freedoms indefinitely (or for more than

thirty days), such as the total shutdown of the internet. The military and
security forces' presence in cities exemplifies an unofficial manifestation of

mart ial law, effectively suspending basic rights, specifically impeding or
prohibiting people's movement on main city roads and public squares.
Citizens' presence in these areas has resulted in arrests, beatings, and
shootings. In clear breach of Article 9, th e Government widely and
systematically infringed legitimate rights, such as the Right to Liberty and
Security, the Right to Peaceful Enjoyment of Property, the Right to Privacy,

and the Right to Freedom of Movement, in the name of preserving

territorial in  tegrity, without presenting any evidence of such a threat.

As will be demonstrated in Tf 3 s Q3,sefed tthe laws and regulations

which are contradictory and fundamentally incompatible with

international law, were widely and systematically breached by the | RI
security and law enforcement forces during the crackdown on the 2022 -23
protests.
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International Law

In addition to gross violations of domestic laws and regulation overseeing

the Right to Assembly and the conduct of security forces, this report

argues that during the crackdown on the 2022 -23 protests, the acts of the
ueut ¢ ¢dzgA w3 s © Qqujgalign offintzations fw, @nd Qopld
amount to serious international crimes. This section addresses key
elements of crimes against humanity in the context of the recent protests

in Iran, and the next section -Tf 3 s O3 pOwdes detailed analysis o f the

evidence supporting this argument.

Article 7 of the Rome Statute defines crimes against humanity as criminal

Ligf¢ TgUdzs gQtt3f[dzQ Lj¢p [ Lwf qd Li §30Qdz| w
directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the

Lj{ [ Ljg\dcket 7(1) also specifies actions that constitute crimes against

humanity, such as murder, torture, rape, persecution, and the intentional

imposition of great physical or mental suffering.

Crimes against humanity, as defined under Article 7 of the Rome S tatute

have 4 components

A. A plot for an attack.
B. Civilians as the target.
C. A widespread and systematic character of the attack.

D. D) Knowledge of the attack at the highest rank.

A Plot for Widespread and Systematic Attack on Civilians
Article 7(2)aprovidesa Qdz03s3f3ds Qo Ljs TLj{ [LjgOtl

TT!{[LgO Q3wdzg[dzQ LjOLj3s¢f Lism 9363, 3Ls | ql
conduct involving the multiple commission of acts referred to in

IS https://icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/RSEng.pdf
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paragraph 1 against any civilian population, pursuant to or in furtherance
ofaStateororga s 3¢ Ljf3QsLjl, | QL3gs [Q gqtt3 [ ¢AgU Ljf

According to the above definition, an essential element of an attack is the
multiplicity of the acts committed against civilians, which could be one

act, or a combination of acts specified under Article 7(1). The second
element is that the acts committed must be in service of implementing
governmental policy. The policy to commit such an attack could mean

that the government, or a governmental organisation of high -ranking
officials, either expressly order an attac k on civilians, or actively encourage
or justify such an attack against a civilian population, and in certain cases

through inaction in the face of certain acts committed by forces under the

OQusdzystdzs [t ¢ gds wql m

This report argues that the IRI put a polic y in place, to attack civilians, in all

of the abovementioned meanings of the term. As previously mentioned,

numerous high -wLjs ©3s® uéu Qqo03g3Ljld Odzpgw3 Gdzd) [ Udz
and made multiple comparisons between the protests and the Iran -Iraq

war , encouraging the same approach to confront it. At the same time as

these initial statements and comparisons were made,, an order to severely

suppress the protesters was issued by the highest -ranking military official

to all military commanders across the country. On the day that this order

was issued, the use of lethal force and the death toll reached its peak.

Information from experts, including a letter signed by 120

ophthalmologists, and a published interview with the head of the ER

department at Sina  Hospital, reveals that most of the injured protesters

had been shot in the eyes with shotgun and airgun pellets. 8 In response,
the Government has not only refrained from taking actions to investigate

and prevent the occurrence of such acts, but its highes t-ranking officials

categorically denied the involvement of their forces in committing those

6 https://iranwire.com/en/politics/112823blindingasa-weaponof-war/
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acts. For instance, the Commander of the Police Special Units, Hassan
Karami, denied that the forces under his command had any role in

severely injuring protesters by shooting at their vital or sensitive organs. e

In Tf 3 s O3 thi®r¢port will demonstrate the evidence of the involvement
of these units in deliberately shooting at protesters vital organs, including

their head and face.

An attack on acivilianpopul Ljf 3ds 3¢ 9ds ¢ 3 QdzwdzQ T 3 Qdzp | wdzL
a large scale and in multiple cases targeting multiple victims. The

International Criminal Court (ICC) has held that, for an attack to be

Qdzdzt dzQ T4 3 Qdzp | wdzLjOt L 3 tA¢ [ Gdz Tt Igivey3 sdzL. 0 u
with considerable seriousness and directed against a large number of

g3 t3 ] 3 Ljs’™ i3 car B shdpwnrin both the geographical scope of an

attack and the large number of victims.

The acts committed by the security forces documented in this rep ort not
only show patterns occurring in numerous cities across the country during

the recent protests, but also show that these patterns are almost identical

to those identified in the previous waves of protest suppression, such as in

November 2019.

Il -Founded Framing of Protesters as Combatants

¢ Qdzx Qs ¢f wGkjup®Ljgdz &QL 3¢~ [Q Edzj}theGBI{ U & wq
repeatedly attempted to portray protesters as violent and armed rioters, to

6A¢f306r [Udz d¥gdzo¢35dz Adpdz qd ©qug EWBOLiB &yl |
to describe the protests, the high -ranking officials who are also responsible

for ordering or authorising the use of lethal force, attempted to mark

protesters as combatants in order to deal with protests as armed conflict.

" https://www.hamshahrionline.ir/news/738596
8 https://www.casematrixnetwork.org/cmrknowledgehub/elementsdigest/art7/commonelements/1#cl
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As demonstrated above, 3 3¢ dzgUQdz) 3s [ Udz LiAJUQuw3 [ 3 dz
the protesters and the orders issued by the highest -ranking military

officials, and reflected in the criminal prosecution of protesters as

T qULjwdzGdz0t m

1L 0QqAO00 [Udz gQsgdd { Qb Lj Bepnaighdefibgsiinl Q| AL Ljf
the context of armed conflicts, there are definitions that could apply to
situations in peacetime and in the context of protests. In the case

of Prosecutor v. Kunarac |, the trial chamber states:

"The ‘civilian population' comprises, [...], all persons who are

civiians as opposed to members of the armed forces and other
L dz03 [ 3t Ljfdz gC%tGL{Lis{ ¢RW

The Kunarac, Kovac and Vukovic Trial Judgement stated that:

"A person shall be considered to be a civilian for as long as

there is a doubt as  to his or her status."

International law has made it clear that the use of violence by protesters

QQdz¢ sdf ¢Jfw3l JUdt Qqd [UdBw Tg3s3,3Lst ¢fLj
as armed conflict. Moreover, even the presence of a few armed individuals

am ong such civilians does not strip the population of its civilian character.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

(ICTY) judgement said:

"A population may be considered as ‘civilian' even if certain
non -civilians are present  uit m ust simply be predominantly civilian

in nature." &

" https://www.legaltools.org/doc/fd881d/
80 https://www.legaltools.org/doc/0811c9/
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Findings

bU3¢ ¢dgf3ds | waAs3Qdzp | fut¢ QdzfLj3) dzQ LjsLjlL = ¢3
structure of the units involved in suppressing protesters, the equipment

used, and the types of violations perpetrated by the Iranian authorities and

security forces. This section w il also illustrate a systematic pattern of

actions during these (and previous) waves of protests, committed

nationwide, with the intent to kill, torture, humiliate, terrorise, and

persecute civilians.

The purpose of this section is to answer the followi ng questions about the

deadly nationwide crackdown on the 2022 -23 protests:

- Who gave the order?
- Who carried out the order?
- What equipment was used?

- How was the order carried out?

Who Gave the Order?

bUdz | AGL 39 ¢JLjf dzt dzs Wapfare Risgyt@ q Deawith s T
a wq [ dagefdnstrate that numerous Iranian officials publicly described

the protests as war and unlawfully encouraged a response to the protests

as an armed conflict. These officials are the highest - ranking in political,

security, and military  leadership in the IRI.

In addition, there is a more evident and direct role for certain entities and
individuals in ordering the deadly suppression of protesters, especially the
use of lethal force against protesters, including SHOAM, the Chief of Staff
of the Armed Forces, the President, SHAK, the Minister of Interior, the Local

(Provincial, City, and District) Security Councils, the local governors, as well
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as the Commanders of the IRGC, and Police forces at national, provincial,

city, and district level  s.

This report discusses the authority and functions of SHOAM, SHAK and the
0dzg A w3 " 9BMEIBYPg3sLiTo & drddsigelgh Pels ¢ t
briefly discuss the chain of command and their exact role in suppressing

the recent protests by referring to the evidence.

- Ali Khamenei, Leader of the IRI and the highest official
LiA L 0Qw3¢3s0 8oA! pAuthoriQedz8HAK Jo@eetsee the
suppression of protests on a national level. Appointed the Minister of
Interior and the head of SHAK as his Deputy Comma nder -in-Chief of
the Armed Forces in the Law Enforcement Affairs. Approved a
specific order by the SHOAM to Tharallah HQ to take control of the
operation of suppressing the protesters in Greater Tehran. In an
interview in 2009, Esmaeil Kowsari, then Deputy Commander of
Tharallah HQ, mentioned that Tharallah HQ was established by
SHOAM and stated that:

Wwus [Udz dzsdzs{ Q0 Lji gw3¢3¢ LisQO ¢ dzg3Lj|
determined by SHOAM and approved by the Supreme Leader, it will

be responsible for the securit  y of Tehran. But under normal

9ds 03 3ds¢p [U3¢ wdzo| s $3G3L I 7 wdzp o §3

He also authorised the Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, as one of
the SHOAM members, and his second in command as the
Commander in Chief to issue orders with r egards to suppressing

protesters.

- President: As the head of SHOAM established the SHAK and
appointed the Minister of Interior as its head in charge of

suppressing protesters nationwide and gave order to Tharallah HQ

8l https://fararu.com/fa/news/34226

82 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/09/iranleakeddocumentsreveattop-levelordersto-
armedforcesto-mercilesslyconfront-protesters/
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to take control of the operation of suppressing the protesters in
Greater Tehran.

- Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces : As a member of SHOAM and the
highest -ranking military official after the Commander in Chief, Al
Khamenei, he ordered all commanders of t he armed forces to
severely suppress protesters. 8

- Chief Commander of the IRGC : As a member of SHOAM and
Commander of Tharallah HQ, pursuant to the order issued by
SHOAM and the Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, he gave orders to
forces under his command to use lethal force against protesters and
to deploy combat units to suppress the protests.

- Tharallah HQ : Pursuant to authorisation by SHOAM and approval
O wqt JUdz uéut ¢ | dzLjOdzyL 3 [ OlLjtsdz quddzwy [ Q
command in Greater Tehran to use lethal force against protesters.

- SHAK: Pursuant to authorisation by SHOAM, SHAK was the main
decision making body with regards to the suppression of the
protests, and gave orders to the Provincial Security Council to
authorise the use of lethal force and shut down the internet across
the country.

- Local Governors  (on provincial, city and district level): As head of the
local security councils, pursuant to the orders issued by SHAK, they
authorised the security forces to use firearms and lethal weapons
ag ainst protesters.

- Police and IRGC Commanders (on provincial, city and district level):
As members of the the local security councils, and pursuant to the
authorisation issued by the local governors, they authorised their
field commanders to use firearms and lethal force against protesters

- Field IRGC and Police Commanders : Pursuant to the authorisation

issued by the security councils and their commanders, they gave

83 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/09/iraHeakeddocumentsreveattop-levelordersto-
armedforcesto-mercilesslyconfront-protesters/
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orders to their forces to use firearms and lethal force against

protesters.

Who Carried Ou tthe Order?

Transformation of Suppression Units in Response to Waves of Protests

Since the emergence of the first urban protests in the 1990s, with each

wave of government opposition, there has been a strengthening and

promotion of its suppression forc es. Almost simultaneously to the protests

3s uLoUULQL Osqfs Lj¢ [Udz T"qqrdz pqQL ) LiG ThaL L
Lif JUdz Gdz03ss3sO Qo [Udz +l+fto¢oL [JUdz OQtsdzwys t d
changes in its suppression system. One of these measures was the

establi shment of special forces for urban protest suppression, such as

special units in the police force and the Ashura and Al -Zahra battalions

within the Basij. By the fall of 2008, according to Hossein Taeb, former

head of the Basij, around 2,500 Ashura and Al -Zahra battalions had been

organised to suppress organised protests. 84 In 2009, Mohammad

Motahhari, the Commander of the 41st Tharallah Division in Kerman,

announced an annual budget of 350 million dollars for these battalions. 8

Following the Tehran Univers ity protests in 1999, the IRGC began
considering the formation of a special operations force within the Basij to
confront protesters. Thus, the Fatehin Basij units were formed, playing a

key role in suppressing and killing protesters during the 1999 and 20 09

protests.

84
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?g=cache:lgJgolgno88J:https://www.magiran.com/article/21
8762%.cd=22&hl=en&ct=cInk&gl=uk

8 https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/1135197

86https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1399/01/31/2240536
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A year before the 2009 protests, the IRGC initiated the restructuring of its
Ground Forces, resulting in the division of the Ground Forces into 32
provincial IRGC divisions. This increased coordination between the IRGC
Ground Forces and the ¢ ombat units of the Basij, particularly for the

purpose of suppressing protests.

This structural change essentially meant fortifying and strengthening
military capabilities against any domestic threat rather than external
forces. Mohammad Ali Jafari, the IR GC Commander at that time, discussed

the priorities of these forces:

"The main mission of the IRGC is currently dealing with
internal threats, and then, in the event of an external military threat,

the IRGC will rush to the aid of the army." 87

13 dzwy ¢A| | wdzo 9350 [Udz of fl | wqfdzo oL [Udz ueg
Security Battalions specifically for urban protest suppression. They

wdzl | LigdzQ T! ¢ UAwLjt LjisQ@ T! L | LjOwLjt GLjf{Ljl3ds¢n
the protests is not possible for the po lice special unit and other ordinary

Basij forces, these units come into action.

Following the December 2017 protests, and almost 2 months before the

extensive protests in November 2019, the Imam Ali Security Headquarters
was formed to centralise the suppo rt of all Imam Ali Battalions. These
battalions, stationed in all provinces of the country, operate independently

and do not need continuous orders from central commanders.

The November 2019 protests, and recent government opposition, has
prompted the gove  rnment to take control of neighbourhood -based
protests, to prevent the joining of protesting groups. With this perception,

the government is now working to strengthen its military presence in
neighbourhoods r a tactic previously used only by occupying forces to

control resistance strongholds.

8 https://www.mehrnews.com/news/560998/
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Simultaneously with the continuous reinforcement of hard suppression

forces, especially after the 2009 protests, the government has consistently

sought to expand its psychological and soft warfare capabilities, especiall y
in the online space and on social networks. According to officials of thelRl,

tens of thousands of mercenaries have been hired to conduct

disinformation campaigns, create division, and defame opposition

figures. %

The establishment of the Soft War Headqua rters at the General Staff of the
Armed Forces, and the formation of 144 Cyber Battalions, created,
according to IRGC Commander Mohammad Rasoul Allah, to combat "the

ambiguity created by opponents ," are part of these efforts. &

Levels of Threatand Armed U x2U&4 a4 R L*x®EEAEEA3Ee®i

The domestic security threat level is classified into 4 levels by SHAK, with
the fourth level considered a crisis requiring a decision from the provincial
or city security councils, and in case of nationwide crisis from SHAK. The
involvem ent of security and military forces varies based on the different

levels of security threats. The general order is as follows:
1. (White) Regular units of the police force.
2. (Yellow) Police Support units (Yegan -e-Emdad).
3. (Orange) Police Special Units.

4. (Red) Imam Ali battalions and other IRGC and Basij battalions,
organised under the security units of each provincial IRGC corps

(Beit al -Moghaddas and Kowsar Basiji battalions and Basij Special

88 https://iranwire.com/en/technoloqy/117218islamicrepublicscyberarmy-cheerleaderszombiesand
trolls/

89 https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1391/09/11/1946
https://iranwire.com/fa/features/43253/
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units like Fatehin and Imam Hossein and the IRGC cadre Spe cial

Forces Combat units such as Saberin).

The Structure of the Police Force

The Law Enforcement Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran (LEF) recently
changed its name to the Law Enforcement of the Islamic Republic
(FARAJA). It consists of 3 main sections: command, protection and
information, and ideological -political. FARAJA's activities range from
security and law enforcement, to various urban services. However, some
units are directly involved in suppressing protests, detaining protesters,

and mistreatin g detainees:
1. Prevention Police.
2. Public Security Police.
3. Cyber Police (FATA).
4. Criminal Investigation Police (Agahi).
5. Special Units.

6. Emdad (Support) Units.

The Prevention Police

The Prevention Police are the largest command in FARAJA, directly
overseeing all police stations and bases across the country, the police at
airports, the railway police, and the judicial police stationed in

organisations and ministries, as well as emergen Cy units in counties, and
protection units for IRIB organisations, prisons, and public places.

Prevention Police forces include a wide range of conscripts, police patrols

Osdfs Lo 4+ 7 [LfwdqLoeL LisQO [QL3gdz ¢ Lif3Asdt C
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protests, Mehd i Masoom Beigi was the Chief of the Prevention Police, and

was replaced by Reza Bani Asadi in November 2022. %

The Public Security Police

The Public Security Police are responsible for collecting political
information and news, as well as identifying and d etaining political
opponents. These forces operate in plainclothes. During the recent
protests, Hassan Mofakhami was the Chief of the Public Security Police,

and was replaced by Keyvan Zohairi in May 2023.

Cyber Police (FATA)

FATA deals with crimes rela  ted to information technology and cyberspace.
FATA police are also tasked with the surveillance of social media for
dissenting content and cyberspace activism. The Chief of the FATA Police

is Vahid Maijid.

Criminal Investigation Police (Agahi)

Agahi police deal with criminal investigation and homicide. Its forces are

known for using brutal methods of torture. %1 During the recent protests
several detained prisoners were transferred to the Agahi police. 92
Police Special Units

Police Special Units, or Yegan -e-Vijeh, are the elite operational units within
Law Enforcement. Police Special Units are specially trained to deal with

large gatherings, coastal protection, and stadium security. The tactical

9% https://www.isna.ir/news/1401082315747/

o https://iranwire.com/en/politics/11391 tdeath-is-my-businessa-look-at-the-death-of-citizensin-the-
custodyof-the-islamicrepublic/

92 https://www.hra-news.org/2023/hranews/e89005/
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forces known as NOPO forces operate under this unit. NOPO have been
frequently used in suppressing protesters in previous and recent protests.

The Commander of the Police Special Unit is Hassan Karami.

Police Special Unit arm badge.

POLICE

NOPO arm badge.
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Ehsan Jazini

NOPO uniform with arm badge.
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NOPO (front) and Special Unit (behind), October 2022, Tehran, (database number 271022290)
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:’

NOPO sniper on the roof of a travel agency building, Karaj,October, 2022, Gohardasht First Square,
(database number 291022085).
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NOPO (in black) and IRGC forces (in khaki), 29 October , 2022, Kermanshah (database number
291022127).
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NOPO, Mahabad, 20 November 2022, (database number 201122003).
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?
NOPO, Mahabad, 20 November 2022, (database number 201122008).

Police Special Units consist of operational and reserve units in Tehran and

other provinces across the country:

1. First Unit (Amir al -Mu'minin Brigade): Based in Tehran, its
operational area covers the entire country. NOPO forces and Special
Units Patrols are part of this brigade. Its Commander is Seco nd

Brigadier Reza Mousavi Azami.

2. Second Unit (Musa ibn Ja'far Brigade): Based in Tehran, its
operational area covers the entire country. Its Commander is Second

Brigadier Gholamreza Ashrafi.

3. Third Unit (Imam Hossein Brigade): Based in Tehran, its
operational area covers the entire country. Its Commander is Second

Brigadier Ali Azimi.
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4. Greater Tehran Unit (Imam Khomeini Brigade): Based in Tehran,
its operational area is Greater Tehran. Its Commander is Second

Brigadier Ahmad Noor Ali.

5. Special Unit under the Special Law Enforcement Command for the

Gdzo [ dzys €dz03Qs Qd bpdz0uwljs &dwdt3sgdd pU3¢ 4
Colonel Ali Ghassemi.

6. Special Unit under the Special Law Enforcement Command for

{ Udz MLj¢ [ dzys &dz03 Qs Qd pdz20wljs &dwqts3sgdd pU
Colonel Sadegh Armin Mehr.

7. Special Units located in the centres of all provinces in the country

and are under the command of Pr ovincial Commanders.

Emdad (Support) Units

Emdad (Support) Units are local units that operate directly under the

command of local Law Enforcement. They are responsible for ensuring

security at the city level and supporting various operations, including th e
suppression of protests. In terms of training, these units are on a higher

level than regular forces but lower than the Special Units of the police.

According to the organisational chart, the commanders of these units are

selected with the direct approva | of the Prevention Police Commanders.
However, under the F ' ARAJA structure, there is no national or provincial

level Support Unit.

Structure of the IRGC Security Units:
Provincial Conps

Following structural changes within the Ground Forces of the IRGC, they
have been divided into provincial corps. Each provincial corps is

responsible for commanding and controlling all the forces of the IRGC and
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Basij in its province. Each provincial corps has a Security Unit consisting of
security brigades. These security brigades are composed of various

security battalions of the Basij and IRGC cadre.
Examples:

- The Ammar Security Unit: Imam Hasan Corps, Alborz.

- The Haider Karar Security Unit: Salman Corp s, Sistan and
Baluchestan.

- The Imam Ali Security Unit: Karbala Corps, Mazandaran.

- The Imam Ali Security Unit: Hazrat Abolfazl Corps, Lorestan.

- The Sahib al -Zaman Security Unit: Mohammad Rasul Allah Corps,

Greater Tehran.
The battalions forming the Security Units include:

- Beit al -Mugaddas Battalions,
- Imam Ali Battalions,

- Imam Hossein Battalions,

- Kowsar Battalions,

- Fatehin Special Units.

These battalions are mostly composed of Basij members. Alongside them
are combat units of the IRGC cadre, involved in suppressing protesters,
including the Saberin Special Forces Brigade and other units of the Special
Forces. Additionally, the Cyber Battalions of the IRGC patrticipate in

psychological warfare.
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Exceptions :

Tharallah Security Headquarters for Greater Tehran

The security affairs in Greater Tehran are overseen by the unique IRGC

Security Headquarters, Tharallah, which was established in 1995 under

O3 wdzg{ qQuwddzwd qd [Udz uéutd &A| wdz dz « dzLjQdzwy Ljs
arm ed forces in Greater Tehran act under the operational control of

Tharallah HQ, which is primarily responsible for handling acts that disturb

the security of Greater Tehran, including riots, acts of rebellion, and

aggressive confrontations of armed forces.

During the peak of the protests, Tharallah HQ entered into action under

the orders of SHOAM. In times of crisis, all forces, including the police

forces, all government ministries, and all IRGC and Basij units in Greater
Tehran, come under the jurisdicti on of this HQ. This HQ is under the direct
control of the Chief Commander of the IRGC, but run by his Deputy
Commander assigned to the HQ. Its current Deputy Commander is

Brigadier Hossein Nejat.
IRGC units under command of Tharallah HQ:

- The Mohammad Raso ul-Allah Corp s.
- The Imam Hassan Corps.

- The Sayyid -al-Shuhada Corps.

The Mohammad Rasoul -Allah Corps (Greater Tehran)

The establishment of the Mohammad Rasoul -Allah Corps occurred with
the formation of the Provincial Corps, by integrating the 27 Mohammad

Rasoul -Allah divisions and Basij bases in Greater Tehran. This Corps
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operates under the command of Tharallah HQ and is responsible for

protecting Greater Tehran. It is based in Northern Tehran, Seoul St and its

Commander is Brigadier Hassan Hassanzadeh.

DISITRIC TS0/
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There are several operational bases under the control of Tharallah HQ, and
organised within the Mohammad Rasoul -Allah Corps, each tasked with

controlling an area of Tehran with specific duties. Examples include:

- The Quds Base, covering the North ~ -West of Tehran, under the
command of Colonel Alireza Yaghoubian;

- The Nasr Base, covering the North  -East of Tehran, under the
command of Colonel Akbar Bakhtiari; %

- The Qadr Base, covering the South ~ -East of Tehran, under the

command of Second Brigadier Seyyed Mahm oud Hosseini;

93 https://basijnews.ir/fa/news/9080313
94 https://basijnews.ir/fa/news/9095872
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- The Fath Base, covering the South ~ -West of Tehran, under the

command of Second Brigadier Reza Garshasbi. %

The Mohammad Rasoul -Allah Corps is exceptional in terms of the size of

the security forces under its command, as it is the only IRGC corps that has
two security special force brigades:Al -e-Muhammad; and Hazrat Zahra.
The Al -e-Muhammad Brigade was originally an armoured unit, which

underwent a change in function and became an independent special

o6quwgdz As3f 3s +LLftom 63sgdz [ Udzwdz fLj¢ sqQ s dzd

unit in Tehran, due to the presence of the Saberinn Brigade, the Al -e-
Muhammad Brigade transformed in to a Security Special Forces Unit and
became part of the Mohammad Rasoul -Allah Corps in Greater Tehran.

This unit serves as the focal point for the gathering of security forces
specialising in counterterrorism, anti -insurgency, hostage rescue,
checkpoint operations, urban warfare, reconnaissance, protection,
escorting, and information warfare within Tehran. In times of necessity, it
operates under the command of Sepah Ansar, Sepah Vali Amr, and

Tharallah HQ.

Despite its security role, due to the presence of highly skilled combat units
in this brigade, the Al -e-Muhammad Brigade also has missions in border
and cross -border areas. Volunteers from this unit have been observed in

operational areas in the South East and North West of Iran, Iraq, and Syria.

The Al-e-Muhammad Brigade is based in East Tehran, Babaee Highway.

9 https://www.farsnews.ir/news/14020416000480
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The following security units are under the command of the Mohammad

Rasoul -Allah Corps:

- Security Unit (Sahib al -Zaman)
- Navab Security Rangers

- Security Unit (Imam Hasan)

- Security Unit (Imam Sajjad)

- Security Unit (Imam Hadi)

- Security Unit (Imam Reza)

The Sayyid -al-Shuhada Corps

The IRGC Sayyid al -Shuhada Corps of the Tehran Province is responsible

for the protection of all cities in the Tehran Province, excluding the city of

Tehran itself. The Sayyid al -Shuhada Corps is based in the city of Shahr -e-
Rey and commands all IRGC units and Basij bases in cities across the

Tehran Province, excluding the city of Tehran. It has 2 security units under

its command: the Ansar of Sayyid al -Shuhada Security Unit; and the Qamar
Bani Hashem Security Unit. Brigadier Ahmad Z olghadr is the Commander

of Sayyid al -Shuhada Corps.

The /mam Hassan Mojtaba Corps

The Imam Hassan Mojtaba Corps is based in Karaj and controls all of the
Basij bases and IRGC units of the Alborz Province, and has the Ammar
Security Unit under its comma nd. Second Brigadier Alireza Heidarnia is

the Commander of the Imam Hassan corps.

The Saberin Special Unit and Other IRGC Special Forces
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Saberin Special Forces arm badge.

Saberin Special Forces or Saberin Special Unit is the most elite combat unit
of the IRGC cadre. This airborne commando unit consists of the most

003 dQ ¢| dg3Lj, dqugdzyg Qqd [Udz uég> gwqhsQ fC
Green Berets of NOHED 65th Airborne Special Forces Brigade.

The Saberin Special Forces Brigade is extensively trained and prepared to
undertake any mission in the air, sea, and on land. It is versatile and
capable of operating in various situations, ranging from anti -insurgency

warfare, to urban and mountain warfare and anti -riot management.

The Saberin Special Forces Brigade is based in Tehran, but its units are
frequently deployed to the borderlands in both Western and Eastern Iran

as well.

During the recent protests, JFI recorded security forces in Tehran in
uniforms that  matched the uniform used by these units. In the border
regions of the West and South -East, JFI recorded combat units whose
uniforms and weapons appear to match the Saberin Units. While it is true
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that the uniform, weapons and arm badge used by the Saberin Units are
not particularly distinguishable from that of other special forces units, such

as IRGC Ranger Units, JFI is certain that the IRGC military combat units

used in Zahedan, Mahabad, Javanrood, Piranshahr and Sanandaj were

IRGC Special Forces. The ev idence JFI recorded indicates that these forces
are more likely to be from other special forces units rather than Saberin.

The main reason is that in all of these cities there are special forces

brigades garrisoned in accordance with the structure of the | RGC
Provincial Corps, which makes it unreasonable to deploy Saberin forces

from Tehran who will have already been tasked with controlling sensitive

areas in the Tehran Province.

The 110th Brigade of Special Forces of Salman Farsi is based in Zahedan.

Durin g the protests, its Commander was Second Brigadier Hossein Almasi,

¢0dzgqsQ [ Qq [Udz >qQttlLjsQdzwy qd JUdz 8Lj, Litst ¢ >Qqul
Gashtasbi, who was the former commander of the Saberin Brigade. %

The 3rd division of Hamza's Special Forces is based in the Hamza Sayyid -al-

Shuhada Headquarters in Urmia, and is tasked with suppressing

ql | Qsdzs{¢ 3s [Udz "AwO3¢U wdzO3qsm pUdzpdz As3[¢
almost identical to that of Saberin, but it is most likely that these are the

combat units seen in Maha  bad and Sanandaj. ¥

9 https://sb.igna.ir/fa/news/3729773
o7 https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/08/30/2807929
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«» Fars News Agency

Special Forces badge on the left arm.

A security officer with a uniform resembling that of the Saberin Brigade, Tehran, 12 October 2022

(database number 131022236 ).
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A security officer with a uniform resembling that of the Saberin Brigade, Tehran, 12 October 2022

(database number 131022236 )

Saberin Special Forces with green beretS.
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Sabrin Special Forces (middle with green beret).

Saberin Special Forces - sniper.
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IRGC Special Force soldier in Piranshahr aiming AK -47 at protesters, 21 November 2022 (video no
211122001).
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IRGC special Force in Piranshahr with a Special Forces arm badge on his left arm, 21 November 2022
(video no 211122001).

1

Waging War on Civilians: Exposing Iran's Repressive Units and Crimes Against Humanity




e Vliaw; 98 55,0 glosmwglin o155

Soldier of 3rd division of Hamza's Special Forces (left), 2020.
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' Soldier of154th ranger Battalion of Ali Akbar in Hamedan with a Special Force arm badge, 2023.
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Ranger Brigade of Ansar  -ul-Rasoul, Javarood, 15 November 2022 (database number 151122003).
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Ranger Brigade of Ansar  -ul-Rasoul, Javarood, 21 November 2022.

(Source: Kurdistan Human Rights Network)
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Special Security Forces (S.S.F) Sahib -al-ZamanRanger Battalion , Tehran, 2023.

Special Security Forces (S.S.F) Sahib -al-ZamanRanger Battalion, Te  hran, 2017.
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Special Security Forces (S.S.F) Sahib -al-Zaman Ranger Battalion , Tehran, 2017.

The Structure of the IRGC Security Units

Security Units of the Provincial Corps are formed by a combination of
Ground Forces of the IRGC and Combat Battalion s of the Basij, as listed

below:
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The Beit Al -Muqgaddas Battalions

These battalions are primarily organised within the Basij bases, focusing
more on defence in local areas. Their activities mainly involve urban and
neighbourhood defence . In cases where forces are deployed from the city,
these battalions are used to help suppress the protests and perform public
tasks. They undergo general training during annual exercises, varying in
intensity depending on the province and county. Their or ganisational
weapon is usually the AKM, but training is provided for the use of PK

machine guns, RPGs, and shotguns. However, the delivery of these

weapons is only to cadre forces, not volunteer battalion forces.

Coordination of these units is mostly carri ed out by Basij districts and

bases.

Training includes personal defence, marksmanship, night shooting, and
walking in explosive fields.. Training for these battalions is usually
conducted by members of the Imam Hossein Battalions, who are

considered more p  roficient.

These battalions were widely used during the recent protests. On 25

September 2022, Fars News Agency and state owned IRNA News Agency
reported on the alleged death of one of the members of Beit al -Mugaddas
Battalion in district 24 of the Basij i n Nushin Shahr Urmia during the

protests.

% https://www.farsnews.ir/amp/14010703000211
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Beit al -Mugaddas Battalions arresting protesters in Tehran 9,

The Kowsar Battalions

These battalions consist of women with combat and defensive capabilities,
similar to the Zahra Battalions. However, they have received specialised

training in martial and defensive areas related to protest suppression.

The former members of the Basij interviewed by JFI confirmed that these
battalions were used only to handle female detainees arrested by other

Basij battalions du ring the recent protests.

9 https://www.farsnews.ir/media/14010631000128
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Kowsar Battalion drill in Mazandaran.

The Imam Ali Battalions

The Imam Ali Battalions are Special Security Units designed specifically to

deal with protests. These Battalions were formed following the urban

clashes and the suppression of protests in 2009. They serve as the main

force for counterinsurgency and crowd ¢ ontrol within the IRGC. These
battalions undergo regular training in personal defence, physical fitness,

and exercises to maintain cohesion. Unlike Beit al -Mugaddas Battalions,
Imam Ali Battalions are highly specialised, equipped with riot control

vehicles , heavy motorcycles, anti  -riot clothing, and riot shields. According
to the parades held by the IRGC, the forces are equipped with impact -
resistant vests, helmets, tonfa batons, paintball guns, and recently,

shotguns. These battalions receive regular month ly training, including new
techniques for dealing with riots and controlling crowds. They are

deployed by the IRGC at various times, such as during exhibitions in some
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provinces, to maintain security. Training includes marksmanship, military
public operati ons, psychological warfare. Alongside the anti -riot units of
the police force, they are among the forces specialised in protest

suppression..

The Imam Ali Security Battalions are under the supervision of the IRGC
divisions in each city, and therefore, each city has its own Security
Battalion composed of local forces who are familiar with the layout of the
city. However, the Imam Ali Security Headquarters independently oversee
the development of training and equipment for Imam Ali Security
Battalions in the  Basij, but they are under the command of the Provincial

Corps.

The uniforms of these forces vary, with some provinces using woodland

Q303 L, gLtqAd) LjOdz LjisQ@ QL Udzw¢ A¢$3sO JUdz dLjt3
(knee pads, shin guards, etc.). However, the s tandard equipment for these

units are riot shields, helmets, impact -resistant vests, tonfa batons,

shockers, pepper spray, electric batons, shotguns and pistols for

commanders. These battalions are organised nationwide, ranging from

100 to 400 battalions. 1%

The Imam Ali Battalions were one of the main Basij units used for

suppressing the recent protests.

The /mam Hossein Battalions

The Imam Hossein Battalions are the most highly trained units of the Basij.

The training and expertise of these forces are stru ctured for recruitment as
IRGC cadre, with the aim of ranking up, so Basij forces strive to become
members of these elite battalions. Members of these battalions receive

wages for their participation in the various programs, signalling the

0 Quwg dzd t ¢on ffom laygagedr And non -professional status, to reserve

special forces of the IRGC for crisis situations. Each branch receives

100 https://farsnews.ir/newstext.php?nn=13920705000437
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specialised training and directly operates under the command of the
IRGC's provincial Ground Forces, not the IRGC district force s. There are at

least 400 Imam Hossein Battalions across the country. 101

Imam Hossein Battalions initially had uniforms in 3 colours, similar to the

U.S. Desert Camouflage Uniforms, but currently, they wear Woodland

Digital Camouflage Uniforms, tactical ves ts, and either cream -coloured
backpacks or commando  -style helmets. These forces are equipped with
various weapons, with their light weapons typically being AK -47s, PK

machine guns, and Dragunov sniper rifles.

These forces, alongside the Fatehin Special Uni t, are considered the most
elite combat forces within the Basij combat organisation. In 2009, the

Deputy Commander of the IRGC's Ground Forces announced that the

IRGC Commander agreed with the use of elite and highly trained forces of

the Imam Hossein comb  at battalions in domestic security matters. 102

101
102

https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/233752
https://www.magiran.com/article/2020352
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Member of Imam Hossein Battalion in Shahr -e- Rey, Imam Hossein Street, Namaz Square 23
September 2022 (database number 230922261).
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The Fatehin Special Unit

The Fatehin Special Unit was established in the summer of 1999,
immediately following the student protests of that year. Fatehin became

the inaugural special forces unit of the Basij, primarily tasked with quelling
protests. During its inception, the unit operated un der the leadership of
Majid Fathinejad, who served as the Commander of the Basiji base in
Tehran's Meghdad District, and held an official position in Iran's Civil

Aviation Organisation. The Unit was officially designated as the Basij

Airborne Special Opera tions Unit.

Mahmoud Hashemi, who succeeded Fathinejad as the Fatehin Special
Unit Commander, highlighted the circumstances leading to its formation

in a 2020 interview:

"On 9 July 2009, the necessity for a Basiji security organisation
became evident. Basi | lacked a trained, centralised, and organised
force. The decision was made for committed individuals to come
together and commence the training of these forces under the
guidance of the martyr Majid Fathinejad, who, at that time, also

served as the comman  der of our base."

"This initiative commenced after the conclusion of the 1999
sedition (student protests in Tehran University). We conducted tests
and recruited qualified individuals from Meghdad District and

western Tehran, subsequently organising them in to a battalion."

On 26 November 2022, Ibrahim Raisi, the President of the IRI, met with the
members of Fatehin Special Units of Tehran and praised their efforts in

suppressing the protesters. 103

103 https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/09/05/2811995
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Nakhsa

Nakhsa refers to self -motivated forces in Islamic terr itories, a quasi -military
group supporting the government. They do not belong to any formal

military branch but are composed of Basij and IRGC forces, engaging in

unofficial operations and reportedly participating in the suppression of the

2022 -23 protests .1%* A Telegram channel affiliated with the group published
several videos of their alleged involvement in the crackdown on protesters
,including a video of them arresting a protester. 105 This force has multiple

commanders and was established in 2009.

The Arm y

pUdz uéut ¢ Ljwks [LLrdzQ Lj wqldz 3s ¢A| | wdzp¢$3s0O
waves of protests such as the November 2019 protests. Back then, the

Chief Commander of Police, Hossein Ashtari publicly thanked the army for

their aid in suppressing the protesters. 106 In addition, the Commander of

lwtRt ¢ gwdAsQ fQugdzd ~“3AtLjwd o0dz3QLjw3L LjOt3 [
s [Udz qdd3g3LjL] §dzGd3[dz qd [Udz uéut ¢ «dzLjQdzyl
took part in suppressing protesters in November 2019. 107

Kiumars Heidari  publicly supported the suppression of protesters during
the recent protests, referring to the protesters as Wwo ltJmdzus LiQO3[3qsL (
September 2022, an army officer named Moslem Javidi Mehr was killed

during the crackdown on protests. According to Br igadier General Reza

104 https://t.me/nakhsa/370

105 https://t.me/nakhsa/380

106 https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87
%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88% BBREIGA7 %D 9% B&D8%AAY%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%BDB%8C
%D8%AT7%D8%B2D9%86%D9%82%D8%BA8Y%A7%D8%B1%D8%AAY% DBV AFY%D8YB 1
%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA
%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AY8DBBAARD8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B1
%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF643243

107 https://abantribunal.com/2021/03/12/iranarmy-commanderadmitsrole-in-suppressingnovember2019

bloody-protests/
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https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF/a-51643243
https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF/a-51643243
https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF/a-51643243
https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%BA%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF/a-51643243
https://abantribunal.com/2021/03/12/iran-army-commander-admits-role-in-suppressing-november-2019-bloody-protests/
https://abantribunal.com/2021/03/12/iran-army-commander-admits-role-in-suppressing-november-2019-bloody-protests/

Azarian, head of the Army HQ of the North -East of Iran, he was killed while
Thelping to disperse rioters  t ¥ dF| could not find any other substantial

evidence of the armed forces involvement in the crackdown on the

protests.

108 https://www.khabaronline.ir/news/1676780
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The Equi pment Used

The security forces from both the IRGC and police used a wide range of
lethal and less lethal equipment against protesters. This equipment varies
from conventional anti  -riot equipment, such as water cannon armoured
vehicles, to military grade weapons, such as assault rifles and machine
guns. This section briefly analyses the equipment used to suppress

protesters.

Armoured Vehicles

At least 4 types of heavy armoured vehicles were used by both the police

and the IRGC forces to s uppress the recent protests in Iran.

- Water cannon vehicles.
- Fateq armoured vehicles.

- MRAP armoured vehicles (Jasoor, Toofan).

In addition to these vehicles, there is evidence of tanks and other fighting
armoured vehicles present in at least 2 cities: Tehr an and

Saqgez. 1**Although JFI could not find any evidence of these vehicles being
used as part of operations against the protesters, the chilling
psychological effect of parading these vehicles around protesters is
undeniable. There is a pattern of deployin g tanks to the cities where
protests are happening, as a means of intimidation, also recorded during
previous waves of protests (see below the photos of tanks deployed to the

cities of Qazvin during 2018 protests and to Mahshahr during the 2019

protests).
¥y kS O0ras 2F ¢SKNIyYys (GKS KSIR 2F .lLaAre olasS Ay (K
the presence of tanks in the front of the building butstate i KI & Al ¢l & F2NJ Iy SEKAOAGA
day.
https://www.khabaronline.ir/news/1683419
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Deploying tanks from IRGC Hamza HQ in Urmia to Oshnavieh, 24 November 2022.
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Deploying tanks to Piranshahr, 25 November 2022 (database number 251122044).
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Tanks deployed to Oshnavieh, 24 November 2022 (database number 241122176).
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Deploying Tanks to Zahedan, 8 December 2022 (database number 81222132 81222133).
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Deploying tanks in Qazvin  -Hamedan road, 5 January 2018 10

110 https://x.com/yarashna7/status/949617411514339333?s=46&IRCP5wTxv00GOQB6XWIHW
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Deploying tanks in Mahshahr, 16 November 2019, IranWire 11

111 https://iranwire.com/fa/videos/34488/
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https://iranwire.com/fa/videos/34488/

Water Cannon V ehicles

Water cannons have been used against protesters in at least 8 cities:
Shiraz, Saqqez, Sanandaj, Khoy, Kermanshah, Urmia, Tabriz, and Tehran;
across 6 provinces: Fars, Kurdistan, West Azerbaijan, Tehran, Kermanshabh,

and East Azerbaijan.

These vehicles are mostly model TITAN 6X4/6X6, made by South Korean
manufacturer Jino Motors and, in a few cases, the chinese -made DES -516B

water cannon, manufactured by Dalian Eagle Sky Industries.

These 25 -ton vehicles are equipped with 2 rotating cannons, each with a
range of 70 metres and a 180 -degree rotation capability. They have a

capacity of 10,000 lit res of water.

These trucks have the ability to launch tear gas, as well as spray burning
and malodorant chemicals or coloured water from 3100 -litre containers.

They are also fitted with a plough designed to dismantle barricades.
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Rasht, Moalem Bouleva wOQL sdzLjy [ Udz | wds3sg3Llj, OQqtdzwys qut ¢ qdod3gdzl of
number 200922458).

Tehran, Val -e-Asr Square, September 19, 2022 (database number 190922506).
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Sanandaj, Ferdowsi St, 18 September 2022 (database number 180922176).
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Balu , Urmia, 21 September 2023 (database number 210923002).
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Shiraz, Maali Abad, 16 November 2022 (database number 161122001).

105

Waging War on Civilians: Fxposing Iran's Repressive Units and Crimes Against Humanity




Tabriz, Kabli bridge, 18 November 2022 (database number 181122263).
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Saqqgez, 18 September 2022 (database number 180922058)
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JINO moTORS

he okce of Speciol Purpose Vehicle

Hist Supply Record

Anti Riot Vehicles Supply Record For Over 20 Countries Worldwide

No. Country No. Country No. Country

6 Syria

Jino Motors Supply record showing Iran as one of its customers.

- — READ/MORE

b I-a. Company Overview JINO morors

The Best Chatce of Specal Purpose Vehide

= JINO Motors History lﬁ Supply Reference |

Country End-User
@ '89: Establishment of JINO Corp. U.AE. : GHQ - Armed Forces
(specialized in Military & Police Supplies) OMAN : Royal Oman Police
IRAQ : MOI
@ '98: Branch Office-Riyadh, Saudi Arabia IRAQ - North |: MOI - Kurdistan
IRAN : Nat'l Police
@ '01: Branch Office-Amman, Jordan YEMEN - MOI
SYRIA : MOI

PAKISTAN | Sindh Police
BANGLADESH [ UN Peace Keeping Operations
(as Motors Div. of JINO Corp.) THAILAND | Royal Thai Police
VIETNAM [ Ministry of Public Security
CHILE : Carabineros de Chile
PANAMA | Nat'l Police
ETHIOPIA | Federal Police
CHAD : Nat'l Police
/ UZBEKISTAN | MOI

@ '02: Special Purpose Vehicle Biz. Launch

@ ’03: 1%t Factory Set-up

@ '07: JINO Motors U.A.E. Establishment

@ ’09: 2"d Factory Set-up (Jeonju)

Jino Motors company overview document showing Iranian Police force as one of its customers.
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TITAN 6X4 / 6X6

‘ General Features

- Effective shocting distance of 70 meters long

- Three types of shooting moede (Continucus / Pulse / Flushing)
- Centralized control from inside the cabin

- Varicus chassis type (Kerean or International Brand)

- Foam / Tear Gas/ Paint Injection
Automatic mixing system (3/6 /9% proportion control)

- Self firefighting system

- Obstacle remover blade, metal net protectien for windows
and lightings

« Surveillance cameras, digital video recording

- Automatic pipe draining system

Fateq Armoured Vehicles

Fateq armoured vehicles are produced in 3 models by the Imen Sana t
Zaman Fara and have been provided to FARAJA and the Imam Ali Security
Battalions of the Basij. A Fateq armoured personnel carrier has a capacity

of 10 passengers, and is equipped with a turret with 4 exits for throwing

tear gas, a sniper seat and a machi  ne gun mounting location. Fateq was

the most extensively used armoured vehicle during the recent protests.
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Ardabil, 15 October 2022, Fateq vehicle trying to run the protesters over (database number
151022134).
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Ardabil, 15 October 2022, Fateq vehicle trying to run the protesters over (database number
151022134).

Shiraz, 30 October 2022, Namazi Square (database number 301022438).
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Shriati Street, Tehran, 12 October 2022, Special Unit Officer behind a mounted device resembling a
machine gun, (database number 121022503).
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